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Sound-check #58

S ome Sound‑checkTV news for you. We wanted 
to do another episode last month but we 
couldn’t get dates to align at the Rising Sun 

Arts Centre so we kind of missed it. That means 
we’re going to squeeze two in before the end of 
the year! Saturday 21st November we’re featuring 
Queen of Between and Famous Red Tights and 
then, on Saturday 12th December, we’ve got Baby 
Maker and Salvador Scott. The live audience is a 
vital part of the filming and that means you, so put 
the dates in your diary and come and join the fray.
Aside from that, it’s November and, at Sound‑check 
Towers, that means we’re bang in the middle of 
the busiest gig time of the year – in between the 
weird bands‑in‑daylight festival bit, and the bit of 
the year when you contemplate eating your three 
days-worth of ‘emergency supplies’ in bed because 
it’s cold and wet out, and you’ve got no money left. 

Round here, it also means that some of the 
students that arrived last month have found 
their way around town to places other than 
just Friar St., which is always good.
One of them made it here, to Sound-check, 
you know. Yes, folks… we have a new writer!
Say hello to Eliana who’s first mission was 
to provide you with a profile of another great 
autumn regular, Reading Rising: The fully-
loaded two solid days of bands at the Face 
Bar, coming up on 7th and 8th.
That’s up the back of this issue. Down the 
front, there’s shallowdaze [lower case, no 
space, get it right!] and, in between, there’s 
definitely at least gig you’ve been looking 
for. Whoever you are. n
See you out there. Bring a coat.– RiCH

 /soundcheckreading 
 /soundcheckrdg 
 @soundcheckrdg
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This, folks, is shallowdaze. Honey, James, 
Dave and Sam – all born and bred Reading, 
it turns out, specifically Tilehurst – and 

we’ve been caught out by the Biscuit Factory 
closing early on a Sunday so we’re sat out the 
back of the Turtle, dodging the karaoke and 
failing as ever, to get a heated seat.

shallowdaze are one of those rare bands who I 
went to see the first time purely because I liked the 
name. It doesn’t happen often, that, but I noticed 
it popping up about a year ago and kind of had a 
hunch I was going to like it.

This is almost, kind of a second chapter for these 
guys. There was once a band called Auto Reply 
with, amongst others, James, Dave and Honey 
in it which, according to Honey, “sort of lost 
momentum, I guess. So, we had a chat and we 
were like, ‘We want to put everything fully into this’.”

“Two of the other members couldn’t commit fully and 
then Sam was, like “Hiii!”.

Sam: “Well, it wasn’t quite like that – he took me to 
the pub! The Cunning Man.”

“I knew these two [James and Dave] from a mutual 
friend and we played briefly in a band back in 2016 
and… you met Honey’s Dad at the gym!”

James: “I recognised him from living on my estate 
when I was a kid, about 25 years later! He said he 
had a daughter who sings so I said ‘Send her stuff 
over’. I heard it and thought, yeah, this is the sort of 
direction we want to go.”

And that direction?

Well, if you think of that early eighties post-punk 
time… the time of the Bunnymen, and chorus 
pedals and affordable synths, and the poppier end 
of The Cure… all that, and add an effortless-but-
not-miserable girl vocal to it, I think you’d be close. 
Sort of.

Words: RiCH Lucas

Some round here have apparently used the word 
shoegaze, which would be no bad thing, but they’re 
just wrong.

James: “When I was growing up I used to listen to 
early 90s sort of sounds, The Stone Roses… Ride 
was a massive band… and I feel like the last few 
years I’ve gone even another decade back without 
really realising.”

Honey did Performing Arts back at college and 
even ended up embroiled in the odd musical but “I 
was never a ‘musical theatre kid’, I used to do them 
because loved singing. In my class, there only ten 
of us. They were all obsessed with musicals and I 
didn’t know any of them – I just really enjoyed the 
singing part of the course more than the acting 
part. And, of course, writing.”

When it comes to the song writing, lyrics and top 
line melody are Honey’s department.

“I’m definitely more of a writer than a vocalist. Like, 
now… [ie. sitting, talking to Sound‑check], I find it 
hard to articulate what I’m trying to say. I have to 
think a lot. It helps writing it and singing it is even 
better.”

Live-wise shallowdaze have just done their last 
scheduled gig for the year, at possibly favourite 
venue The Library in Oxford, before taking some 
time out to get on with recording an e.p. due out 
early in the new year.

Recording is a totally DIY affair. Drummer, Sam is a 
bit of a techie, learning the dark art of production. 
The whole recording operation is done DI, straight 
into the computer at his house, apart from the 
vocals – which are done in the top bedroom, round 
his Nan’s!

Even shallowdaze rehearsals are done 
electronically these days through amp simulators, 
headphones and an electronic kit provided by 
Sam’s brother with the money from selling his car.

If any of you reading this happen to have access 
to an unused industrial unit somewhere close, pay 
attention to this bit…

Sam: “We have done proper studio rehearsal but 
we found earlier this year that you just can’t get 
anywhere. What there is, is just fully‑booked, aaall 
the time.”

Yes. In case you hadn’t heard, Reading desperately 
needs another rehearsal room.

Well, we can’t all just pile round to Sam’s Nan’s 
house, can we?

Look out for that E.P. in the new year. n

@shallowdaze.band
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SUB89
Only The Poets
£22 | 7pm | 14+(U18 w/adulT)
fatsoma.com

HEXAGON
Jools Holland and his 
Rhythm & Blues Orchestra
£58.50 | 7:30pm
whatsonreading.com

PURPLE TURTLE
Rob and The Retros
Free | 8:30pm | 18+

SAT 7 NOV
CASTLE TAP
Ramshackle +  
The Abbey Ghosts + 
Harrison Wilde +  
Dulcimer with Gill
Free | 7pm

RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Tribute Night: Blur
Free/donation | 8pm

RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Artist Link Up
Free | 7pm
Live performances, networking for 
rappers, singers, producers, DJs, 
dancers and musicians.

THU 5 NOV
FACE BAR
Heavy Pop

Monster Florence
£16.50 | 7:30pm | 14+ (u18 w/ adult)
heavypop.co.uk

PURPLE TURTLE
Wigwam Live

Moxie Dolls + Naema  
+ The Dazed Minded
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

FRI 6 NOV
SOUTH STREET - STUDIO
High Vibes #17:
Lucifer Sky & Viimeinen  
+ Spell of Protection  
+ Los Urizon
£8adv, £10otd | 7:30pm | 14+
whatsonreading.com

SUN 1 NOV
CASTLE TAP
Shadow Promotions

Keep Flying + Launch 
Control + Everyone Lies
Free | 2:30-6:30pm | 18+

PANGBOURNE WMC
Pangbourne Jazz

Alex Clarke, Sax 
with The Terry Hutchins Qrt
£15.67adv, £14otd | 6:45pm
skiddle.com

MON 2 NOV
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Radiator + The Outliers  
+ Ricochet
FREE | 7pm | 18+

WED 4 NOV
FACE BAR
Future Transmissions

Millie Manders & the 
Shutup + Bugeye
£19.30 | 8pm 
14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

Email listings info to 
copy@sound-check.co.uk 

To list your gig here, for free, just email all To list your gig here, for free, just email all 
the info to copy@sound-check.co.uk.  the info to copy@sound-check.co.uk.  
Info is correct at time of going to press. Info is correct at time of going to press. 
Websites refer to where to get tickets.Websites refer to where to get tickets.

bf = booking fee bf = booking fee 
otd = on the door otd = on the door 
adv = advance adv = advance 
tbc = to be confirmedtbc = to be confirmed
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The Ris ing Sun Arts Centre is  an award winning,  independent arts centre,  staffed and run by volunteers.

Saturday 7 November 8pm - 11pm
The choice of artist was left in the hands of the people this 
month and Blur saw off competition from The Sisters Of 
Mercy, The Beach Boys, Duran Duran, The Beautiful South, 
Oasis, Pixies, The Dubliners, and Hawkwind. 
As usual, there is no admission fee, but donations will be 
collected during the interval – suggested donation £5. All 
donations go to the Rising Sun Arts Centre.

Saturday 14 November 7pm - 11pm
Burlesque, drag, comedy and song from Phantom of the Opera, 
Wicked, My Fair lady, The Little Mermaid, Six and many more!!! 
Hosted by Mojo Jones with King Crimson, Kate Aherne Vocalist, 
Tootsie Rocques, Darling Ms Lili, Layla Cherry and more.
Tickets: £15.38 from thescarletvixens.com

The Scarlet Vixens Present:

Mazzy Star
So Tonight That I Might See Seasons Of Your Day
Among My Swan She Hangs Brightly
Formed around the partnership of singer Hope Sandoval and guitarist 
David Roback. The latter was a veteran of the Californian post punk 
1960s revival dubbed ‘the Paisley underground’ with groups The Rain 
Parade and Opal. The latter especially remaing cult favourites. With 
Sandoval they hit a perfect seam of horizontal American dreampop. Fade 
Into You  from their classic 1993 LP (So Tonight That I Might See),  was 
the languid lovelorn hit and endures to be discovered by subsequent 
generations of lotus eaters. We have all four albums on vinyl.

Vintage annuals!
We recieved a lovely donation 
of vintage annuals. Everyone 
remembers the buzz of an annual 
on Christmas morning. What 
about a classic as a gift this year! 
My favourite is the Look-in from 
1979. Amongst the attractions 
are Sapphire & Steel, Battlestar 
Galactica, a great Space 1999 
comic story and a dull article 
about tennis. Best of all is pin-ups of Debbie Harry and 
Richard O’Sullivan as Dick Turpin in a very gregarious pose.

Monday-Saturday: 10am-6pm • Sunday: 12-4pm
Donations of all records, CDs, instruments, Hi-Fi 

and other musical items, as well as fi lms and 
comics/graphic novels, always gratefully received.

We can pick up collections.
Phone: 0118 956 1598

email: oxfamshopf3944@oxfam.org.uk
Oxfam works with others to fi ght global poverty.

Oxfam Music
9 Duke St, Reading RG1 4SA

0118 9561598

OXFAM MUSIC
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READING BISCUIT FACTORY
Fusion 6 
Free/donations | 3pm – 7pm
Live 5-piece band playing jazz funk 
classics and original instrumental and 
vocal funk, jazz, soul, acid jazz fusion.

PURPLE TURTLE
Fiesta Purple
Coletivo Bananeira
Free | 3pm | 18+
A Sunday afternoon of Brazilian and 
Latin grooves.

WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Baum, Maggs and Taylor
£10otd (cash only), U25 £5 | 8pm

MON 9 NOV
PURPLE TURTLE
TURTLE UNDERGROUND
Read The Room + Deva St 
John + Five Degrees North
Free | 7pm | 18+

WED 11 NOV
RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Artist Link Up
Free | 7pm
Live performances, networking for 
rappers, singers, producers, DJs, 
dancers and musicians.

THU 12 NOV
SOUTH STREET - THEATRE
Kick Arts UK

Hannah James  
& Toby Kuhn
£18.50 | 8pm | All ages (U14 w/adult)
whatsonreading.com

CASTLE TAP
Liz Jones & Broken 
Windows
Fee | 7:45pm

FRI 13 NOV
PURPLE TURTLE
Audiotonic
Free | 8:30pm | 18+

ST MARY’S, PURLEY ON THAMES
Village Concerts

Ed Blunt
Adult £15, 14-17 £10 | 7pm | 14+
wegottickets.com

SUN 8 NOV
FACE BAR
Reading Rising 2026
LASTELLE + Asleep at 
the Helm + High Regard 
+ Lowlife + Kite Thief + 
Scatter The Tribe  
…and more!
Weekend: £49.77, Saturday: £30.52 
Sunday: £27.77
12noon | 14+
Reading Rising returns for its seventh 
year. Two days. Two rooms. Loads of 
bands. NO CLASHES.
skiddle.com

SAT 7 NOV
THE BUTLER
Mike Lemin Band +  
Steve Morano +  
Chris Beale & the Heretics
£8adv, £10otd | 7pm | 18+
tickettailor.com

FACE BAR
Reading Rising 2026
InMe + Employed To Serve 
+ Cabin Boy Jumped Ship 
+ Seething Akira + Shoot 
To Kill + R X P T R S + 
Terakai …and more!
Weekend: £49.77, Saturday: £30.52 
Sunday: £27.77 | 12noon | 14+
Reading Rising returns for its seventh 
year. Two days. Two rooms. Loads of 
bands. NO CLASHES.
skiddle.com

Tomorrow Bird
Rising Sun Arts Centre 25.09.2026 

Photo: Steve Axtell
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FACE BAR
Good Wrecking Tonight/ Future Transmissions

King Kurt + Surfin Lungs
£22 | 6pm | 14+(U16 w/adult)
wegottickets.com

PURPLE TURTLE
Code Red
Free | 8:30pm | 18+

SAT 21 NOV
TURKS HEAD
Jukefox
Free | 8pm | 18+

SUN 22 NOV
WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Hunter Muskett
£10 otd (cash only), U25s FREE | 8pm

MON 23 NOV
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
The Liaisons  
+ Style High Club
FREE | 7pm | 18+

WED 25 NOV
FACE BAR
Future Transmissions

Guana Batz  
+ Planet Strange
£22 | 8pm | 14+(U18 w/adult)

One of the pioneering and most 
influential bands in the British 
psychobilly scene
wegottickets.com

PURPLE TURTLE
Stormwytch Resurrection
Free | 8pm | 18+

RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Artist Link Up
Free | 7pm
Live performances, networking for 
rappers, singers, producers, DJs, 
dancers and musicians.

THE BUTLER
Friday Night Blues:
Hamilton Loomis
£17.60 | 8pm | 18+
“If blues, soul, and rock can be said 
to form a triangle, you’ll find Hamilton 
Loomis right in the centre of it” – Guitar 
Player magazine
wegottickets.com

SAT 14 NOV
PURPLE TURTLE
Trillworm + Kurare + 
Missed The Deadline
Free | 6pm | 18+

CASTLE TAP
Mighty High Times
Free | 8pm

MON 16 NOV
PURPLE TURTLE
Aqualine + Fawlers
Free | 8pm | 18+

WED 18 NOV
RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Artist Link Up
Free | 7pm
Live performances, networking for 
rappers, singers, producers, DJs, 
dancers and musicians.

THU 19 NOV
SOUTH STREET - THEATRE
Alan Bearman Music

The Rheingans Sisters
£21 | 8pm | All ages (U14 w/adult)
whatsonreading.com

FRI 20 NOV
RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Rootweave +  
Famous Red Tights
£8.80adv, £10otd | 8pm 
All ages (U14 w/adult)

Brighton based multi-instrumentalist 
and wordsmith blending contemporary 
folk and invocation-like spoken word, 
with influences ranging from Celtic trad, 
strings metal, and Italian folk-pop.
wegottickets.com

CASTLE TAP
Yasha 96
Free | 8pm
Yasha 96 is an indie pop project by 
Jáchym Kovář, currently based in Berlin 
and often described as a hidden gem of 
the Czech alternative scene. Email listings info to copy@sound-check.co.uk 

It’s Sound-checkTV time!
We’re filming again at  

Rising Sun Arts Centre  
Saturday 21st November

This time, featuring

Queen of BetwEen
and

Famous Red Tights
As ever, we need a ‘live studio 

audience’ and that’s you!
It’s like a small gig – with extra 

bits. It’s free in, doors are at 
8pm and the bar’s open.

 More info @soundcheckrdg
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LIVE MUSIC
R E A D I N G  S H O W S

  

Monster Florence
Thu 5th Nov The Face Bar, Reading

 
An evening with

The Magic Numbers
Sat 28th Nov St Laurence Church, Reading

 

Heavy Pop are Independent Reading-based live music promoters 
organising gigs across the South East, as well as Reading’s annual 
Are You Listening? Festival and Down at the Abbey Festival.

For full gig listings and tickets: heavypop.co.uk

Contact: info@heavypop.co.uk

   heavypoppromo

SaturdAy 
social

Siren Craft Brew Reading Bar
1 Friars Walk, Reading RG1 1HP
sirencraftbrew.com

Saturday 28th November

with  DJs
1pm – 6pm 

• 20% OFF food and drink 
• kids and dogs encouraged 

until 9pm! 
• baby changing
• free dog treats
• buggy park
• Free entry  

– just come in
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FACE BAR
Fair Play Sounds

Post Euphoria + A Dirty 
Soul + Hideous Dress  
+ The Liaisons + Silverpalm
£13.70 | 7pm | 14+
eventbrite.com

THE RETREAT
Fusion 6
Free/donations | 8pm | 18+

CASTLE TAP
Shadow Promotions
James’ Birthday!
Ill Gotten Gains + Making 
Friends + Tape It Shut + 
Launch Control
Free | 6pm

THE FLOWING SPRING
Vintage Voltage
£12.50(online), £10(cash)
theflowingspringpub.co.uk

PURPLE TURTLE
DV8
Free | 8:30pm | 18+

PROGRESS THEATRE
Jazz in Reading

Nick Tomalin’s ‘Shades of 
Shearing’ Quintet
Adult £20.69, Conc £18.62 
U16 £10.35 | 7pm
jazzinreading.com

FACE BAR
Number Of The Beef / Nailed 
+ The Millennium Dome 
Appreciation Society
£11 | 7pm | 14+ (U18 w/adult)

Double headliner in aid of MacMillan 
cancer support.
gigantic.com

SAT 28 NOV
SAINT LAURENCE CHURCH
An evening with
The Magic Numbers
£31.90 | 6:30pm | 14+ (U18 w/adult)
heavypop.co.uk

THU 26 NOV
OAKFORD SOCIAL CLUB
Readipop presents
XOX LIVE
MEANS OF PRODUCTION + 
BOVINE BOY + FINGERWOLF 
+ ASTEROID LILY
Free | 7pm | 18+
A free night of live electronic music with 
live visuals.

FACE BAR
Runnin’ Blue presents

Tyla’s Dogs D’Amour  
+ The Go Go Cult
£22 | 7:30pm | 14+ (U18s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

FRI 27 NOV
RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Future Transmissions

Wilswood Buoys + Rocket 
Kings + Nick Saxton
£11 | 8pm | All ages
wegottickets.com

Email listings info to  
copy@sound-check.co.uk 



PURPLE TURTLE
Jewels & The Jacuzzis
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

FRI 4 DEC
THE BUTLER
Friday Night Blues:
Will Wilde + tbc
£19.80 | 7:30p | 18+
wegottickets.com

SAT 5 DEC
DOUBLE-BARRELLED BREWERY
Seasonal Special!
The Small Strings
Free, but table-booking 
recommended 
7pm
Festive fun with a 20+ piece band of 
ukulele players plus great vocals and 
a violinist, playing everything from 
The Crystals to AC/DC. It’s going to be 
a blast!
doublebarrelled.co.uk

CASTLE TAP
Bouzouki Bellows
Free | 7pm

SUN 6 DEC
WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk
Celtic Christmas 
Tim Edey
£10otd (cash only), U25 £5 | 8pm

THU 10 DEC
PURPLE TURTLE
Radio Wigwam/Wigwam LIVE
Christmas Party
Cheap Suits + Pixelstorm 
+ Isaac Neilson + Mr 
Pineapple
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

THU 3 DEC
FACE BAR
Future Transmissions
Annual Christmas Knees Up 
with
John Otway & His Band + 
Damien A. Passmore + Rat 
Boy’s Magic Show
£17.60 | 7:30pm | 14+(U16 w/adult)
wegottickets.com

WED 2 DEC
FACE BAR
Future Transmissions

David J 
[Bauhaus, Love & Rockets]
£24.80 | 8pm | 14+(U18 w/adult)

Co-founder of seminal post-punk/
gothic rock bands, Bauhaus and Love 
& Rockets
wegottickets.com

Email listings info to copy@sound-check.co.uk 

Abbey Ghosts
Fox and Hounds 10.10.2026 
Photo: Gill G Sinclair

Mr Pineapple
Facebar 02.10.2026 
Photo: Andrew Merritt

charliealessandrodrummer57.co.uk

For info on drum lessons, 
sheet music and session 
work, scan here!

Jazz
most Fridays

Pickin’ Lunchtime Sessions
1st Sun of the month: American Old-Time
3rd Sun of the month: Irish/Celtic

Bohemian Night Open Mic
Every Wednesday

THE FISHERMAN’S
COTTAGE

INDEPENDENT                  FREEHOUSE

thefi shermanscottagepubreading.co.uk

To book a table for your meal, 
please call 07925 336 269

VG V

Home-cooked food, 
good beer, dogs welcome

 /soundcheckrdg 
 /soundcheckreading 
 @soundcheckrdg
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To advertise in Sound-check, email rich@sound-check.co.uk. 
Prices and ad specs are all at sound-check.co.uk. We keep it as 
cheap as we can to just cover the cost of keeping this thing alive but 
this very much a ‘use it or lose it’ affair. Buying an ad is, allegedly, 
really good for you.
Reasonable efforts are made to ensure that all info in Sound-check 
is correct at time of going to press. If you’re worried, though, please 
check with the relevant venue.

Designers: RiCH Lucas, MiKE Parker
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Any questions, try me: rich@sound-check.co.uk
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I had the pleasure of sitting down with 
Sarah to talk about the upcoming Reading 
Rising on the 7-8th November. As one of 
the organisers of the event, alongside local 
band InAir, she immediately jokes “that this 
event is a bit of a love-letter to Facebar”.
And she’s not wrong. Reading Rising has been 
held there from the very beginning, all the way 
back in 2018.
The two day festival was born out of InAir’s 
desire to “bring touring bands back to Reading …
and to showcase the local music scene and …bring 
bands seen elsewhere to town”, which has grown 
each year. 
2026 marks a particularly big milestone for 
the event with the Saturday headliners InMe, 
who have been a dream headline for the 
Reading Rising crew from the very start. Their 
fellow headliners on the Sunday are Lastelle, a 
particular favourite of Sarah’s, who are returning 
to Reading Rising after playing their second ever 
gig(!!!) there in 2018.

Joining Lastelle on Sunday are High Regard 
and Asleep At the Helm for a more eclectic day 
of music, while Saturday is sure to be a blast 
for metal lovers, with Employed to Serve and 
returning local legends Terakai forming part of 
the twelve act lineup on the day.
The Reading Rising crew understand that 
“nobody wants a gig where it’s all the same genre 
so [they] very carefully curate the lineups” and are 
open to public requests, which has brought the 
band Kite Thief to perform at the festival. 
If any bands are interested in playing at Reading 
Rising, go and have a chat with Sarah or any of 
the organisers on the days of the event, or drop 
them an email at readingrising@gmail.com 
starting from January 2027. 
Tickets for Saturday are £31 and doors open 
at 2pm, with the headliners finishing at 11pm. 
Meanwhile the Sunday tickets are £28, where 
doors open at 3pm and the headliners finish at 
10pm. For the full weekend, tickets are £45. 
The event is sure to be good fun, as Sarah fondly 
recalls crowdsurfing for the first time back in 
2019 when TheCityIsOurs headlined – if you feel 
like giving crowdsurfing a go, Reading Rising 
might be the place to start! n

It’s Reading Rising this month so we sent new 
writer, Eliana Servadei, to get the lowdown 
on this annual two‑day showcase which just 
seems to get bigger and better each year.

PROFILE: READING RISING

Main photo:
As Everything Unfolds  XLDH Photography

Insets:
Confessions Of A Traitor  Andrew Merritt
Press To MECO  Reading Rising
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Go on...  
  give me your  
        best shot!
You’ll have noticed we bloody love a gig 
photo, round here. Instagram just doesn’t do 
a good photo justice. If you’ve got local act photos and 
you’d like to see them here, you can just email them to  
rich@sound-check.co.uk with band name, date, venue and 
photographer credit. If it’s high enough resolution for real life 
print, and if there’s space, we’ll bang it in.




