


Here we go, then. A double issue for Dec/Jan so, when 
you’ve done all of the December gigs, keep this and 

have another look during that bit between Christmas and 
New Year when nobody knows what day it is because 
you know what comes after Christmas every year… loads 
of darts on the telly? No, not that. I mean Independent 
Venue Week, 27th January – 2nd February, featuring 
some cracking gigs at the Face Bar and the Rising Sun. 

Speaking of the Rising Sun, make a plan to get down 
there for at least one of the gigs early in the year 
because, apparently, it’s going to be shutting down for 
some pretty serious building work in April. Then, when it’s 
all shiny and new and people get all nostalgic for when it 
still looked like a squat, you can say you were there.
See you down there.
– Rich
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Marisa and the Moths
Reading Rising @ Face Bar, 22.11.2024
Photo: ©Steve Axtell

C DUNCAN
� ursday 30 January
South St. Arts Centre, Studio

RYLEY WALKER
Friday 31st January

� e Jericho Tavern, Oxford 

AK/DK
Friday 21st February

� e Jericho Tavern, Oxford

FIONN REGAN
� u 27th February

Jericho Tavern, Oxford 

SNAPPED ANKLES
Tuesday 18th March

Face Bar, Reading

LIVE MUSIC
READING & OXFORD SHOWS

Heavy Pop are Independent Reading-based live music promoters 
organising gigs across the South East, as well as Reading’s annual 
Are You Listening? Festival and Down at the Abbey Festival.

For full gig listings and tickets: heavypop.co.uk
Contact: info@heavypop.co.uk

   heavypoppromo

333



Zenden Greenpurp. What the hell is one 
o’ them, then?! Well, after some light 
badgering from guitarist, Harry, I went 
to find out a few months ago. Wandered 
down to The Butler, watched the set and 
then – you know the sometimes awkward 
bit when you meet a band immediately 
after you’ve watched them play for the 
first time and you have to tell them what 
you think? Well, I was genuinely confused. 
I knew I liked it but all I could think of to 
say was “It was like watching Hawkwind 
and The Damned at the same time.”!?!

You see, it’s quite serious, evidently genuinely 
emotionally loaded. There’s technically very high 
level of guitar skills on show and the occasional 
oddball timesignature shift, all kind of prog-rock 
n’ that but… well, it’s generally quicker than that 
stuff and the vocals are delivered by an intense 
wide-eyed force of vaguely controlled nature who 
somehow fills the stage, and your peripheral vision, 
just with his face and his voice, let alone the odd 
flailing arm and the constant motion.

And me… I bloody love a proper front person – 
someone who realises they are the focal point of 
something that’s actually happening in real time 
and on a stage. This one’s called Jack and together 
with Harry on guitar, bass player Bret and drummer 
Dan, that’s what the hell a Zenden Greenpurp is. It’s 
also the result of a long-time musical collaboration 
between Jack and Harry and, when I say ‘long’, I 
mean ‘long’.

“Before we even released the first e.p., Harry and I 
spent seven or eight years together experimenting 
with different sounds and we’ve had a few different 
projects over the years. It has come together with 
Zenden Greenpurp as our main thing which we’re 
focussing on but we’ve spent years delving into 
the archives and trading music, listening to stuff 
together. We’d listen to like John Coltrane one week 
and then some old folk record the next – Nic Jones, 
he’s a favourite.”

“We would just go into all sorts of stuff and, once 
a week, we’d meet at Harry’s place and we would 
just share what we’d been listening to and do 
an experiment. Not even to take it anywhere, we 
would just do an experiment… try and recreate 
something that we’d heard or just muck about with 
a new plug-in or something. So, all of that research 
and development for seven, eight years before we 
actually got on stage together, fed in to the sound.”

Of the flood of raw material coming out of this 
constant experimentation, Zenden Greenpurp 
originally started as Jack’s thing, as a way to talk 
about some very personal experience, lyrically, and 
“kind of created the character of Zenden Greenpurp 
as an alter ego.”

Of all the projects and experiments on the go 
during this long and diverse musical relationship, 
what made this one the one that would leak out of 
the house and onto a stage, then?

“Just, the ingredients felt right. It felt like our most 
vital thing with a stream of inspiration we just 
tapped into. The energy was kind of brimming over 
which is what we try and capture on stage because 
we’ve worked so hard on it.”

Words: Rich 
Live photos: Alex Marlow & Chris Steele-Davis
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Ukelele, eh? Strumming away at 
three-chord, chirpy little comedy 

numbers,right? Nope. None of the above. 
Not happening.
This is beautifully delivered, proper quality 
songwriting, mostly underpinned with a 
melencholy that says no, it probably did 
not turn out nice again.
The journey from being “a bit of a metal 
head”, who played a bit of guitar as a kid, 
to the fully-fledged singer-songwriter with 
her first album, A Beautiful Disaster, out 
last month is a great one. It’s got magic 
in it and everything. Keep your Christmas 
Disney channel nonsense and get this.
It’s 2014… 
[wavy screen, ‘back in time’ effect]
“I was having a bit of a crap time, to be 
honest. I needed to get out of the house, had 
a bit of cabin fever, and I saw a ukelele ‘101’ 
beginners course. Having never picked up a 
ukelele, I just thought ‘Err, yeah, I’ll do that.”
It was at South St, in Reading, and “For that 
two hours of my life, I was so happy, I can not 
tell you and I thought I just have to keep on 
doing this.”
So, having got the bug…
“I was ging to pick up a really cheap ukelele 
and I happened to be digging up my garden, 
at the time, and I found a solid gold ring, just 
in the earth about a foot down, and I decided 
I was going to trade this in and however 
much cash I get, I’ll buy a ukelele with it.”
“I got £65 for it. So I went down to Apex Music 
and said ‘I’ve got this!’” And that was it.
Jess still writes 95% of her songs on that 
same uke. “It’s just got ‘the vibes’.” apparently.

Now, somebody triggered a bit of game-
changing domino effect by putting a 
Kathryn Williams album in the hands of 
our hero, saying ‘You might like this.’ and 
they were dead right. Right enough to 
send Jess to see Kathryn at a packed-out 
Union Chapel and come away knowing  
“I want to do this. That’s the kind of music  
I want to make!” and soon, take the unusual 
step of signing up to a songwriting retreat.
“The particular one I did, Kathryn Williams 
was the tutor. Kathryn Williams, to me, is 
my idol, she’s my David Bowie and I thought 
‘Holy shit! I get the opportunity to meet her 
and talk to her about music!”
The retreat has become a kind of a holiday 
for Jess now and regularly hanging out 
for a week with like-minded souls, having 
a drink, writing some tunes, learning from 
each other as much as the tutor has 
proved extremely productive.
The first time I saw Jess deliver her 
particular brand of miniature four-string 
melancholy was at the Face Bar earlier 
this year and I was hooked purely by the 
songs. There’s nowhere to hide when the 
instrumentation is that sparse, the songs 
have to entirely stand up for themselves. 
One in particular, grabbed me that night. 
It was called Beautiful Disaster which, 
with the addition of an indefinite article, 
becomes the title of Jess’s first album.
That album was recorded at the Wolf 
Cabin in Oxfordshire with Ed Harcourt 
there, very much connecting with it and 
throwing his hand in to help expand the 
scope of the thing.
“That was just… magical! I couldn’t believe 
I was having my album produced by Ed, 
who I’d listened to when I was younger. And 
he’s so talented! He’s got such a good ear 
for, you know… ‘we need something a bit 
meaty here,… we should try a different piano 
there…’. Just incredible.”

The launch gig for A Beautiful Disaster was 
back at the end of October at the Rising 
Sun Arts Centre. A gig which is one of two 
Jess picks out as her favourite shows so 
far. As with so, so many people, Jess says 
the Rising Sun “is a special place for me – 
it’s where I did my first gig.” If you missed it, 
she’s back there on 28th March next year, 
supporting Ben Marwood at the last gig 
before that place shuts up for a while for 
some serious building work. That will be 
a hell of a gig. You should proabably go.
As for the second live highlight in the story 
so far…
“I played one song at the Union Chapel in 
2019. Kathryn Williams invited me up to play 
on one of her songs! For me that was an 
absolute dream.”
Maybe sometimes it does turn out nice 
again, eh.
“One day, I’ll play a whole set there.” says 
Jess and, at this rate, it wouldn’t surprise 
me in the least. n

In the meantime, you can catch Jess at the Face 
Bar with Gemma Rogers and Puma Theory on  
28th January and in the cellar at South Hill Park, 
Bracknell with Tomorrow Bird on 12th February.
The album’s called ‘A Beautiful Disaster’ and it’s 
out in the wild now.
jesstuthill.co.uk
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L When you see someone take to the stage alone 
and armed only with a ukelele, you think you 

know what’s about to happen, right? Well, this 
is Jess Tuthill so do.not.be.fooled.
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SUN 1 DEC
ROSEWOOD HALL
Pangbourne Jazz Club

Simon Spillett with  
Terry Hutchins Qrt
£14 | 7:30pm
skiddle.com

WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Moonrakers
£8 otd (cash Only) | 8pm

THE RETREAT
Stuart Henderson, Simon 
Price & friends
Free | 3:30pm
Stuart Henderson and Simon Price, 
this time, joined by Karen Sharpe, 
Terence Collie and Andy Crowdy.

MON 2 DEC
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+
Three bands, every Monday

TUE 3 DEC
FACE BAR
Club Velocity/New Mind Promotions

Scott Lavene  
+ Alan Caruso
£11 | 8pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

UP THE JUNCTION
Billy Orange
Free | 8pm | 18+

WED 4 DEC
PURPLE TURTLE
Skeeta Sounds

Wing! + Doom Club  
+ The Famous Daxx
Free | 8pm | 18+

THU 5 DEC
FACE BAR
Club Velocity
Annual Christmas Knees Up:
John Otway & His Band 
+ Damien A. Passmore & 
The Loveable Fraudsters
£16.50 | 8pm | 14+ (U16 w/adult)
wegottickets.com

FRI 6 DEC
THE BUTLER
Friday Night Blues
Will Wilde +  
Thomas Heppell (solo)
£19.80 | 8pm | 18+
wegottickets.com

SAT 7 DEC
FACE BAR
Beat:Cancer and Church Of Madness

GrabYourFace + Matt 
Hart + Red Meat + 
Paresis
£15 | 7pm | 18+
All profits to Beat:Cancer.
beatcancer.info

DOUBLE-BARRELLED BREWERY
The Small Strings
Free | 7pm | 18+
It’s free but book a table.
doublebarrelled.co.uk

UP THE JUNCTION
The Country Moans  
+ Dan Kemp
Free | 8pm | 18+

THE RETREAT
Stuart Maxwell’s  
Blues Raiders
Free | 8:30pm

THE BUTLER
Audiotonic
Free | 8pm |18+

SUN 8 DEC
PURPLE TURTLE
Brother Strut
£25 | 3pm | 18+
eventbrite.co.uk

FACE BAR
Crazy Cowboy Christmas Party
The Outlaw Orchestra 
+ Adam & The Hellcats 
+ James Kennedy and 
The Underdogs + András 
Droppa + Soulweaver
£24.20 | 5pm | All ages
wegottickets.com

MON 9 DEC
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+
Three bands, every Monday

TUE 10 DEC
UP THE JUNCTION
Elliot Morseth + Pete 
Windred + Chris Beales
Free | 8pm | 18+

THE RETREAT
Jazz Singers Christmas 
Special
Free | 8pm 

WED 11 DEC
THE FACE BAR
Club Velocity/New Mind

Hard Skin + Prey  
+ Uncle Peanut
£11 | 8pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

To list your gig here, for free, just email all To list your gig here, for free, just email all 
the info to copy@sound-check.co.uk.  the info to copy@sound-check.co.uk.  

Info is correct at time of going to press. Info is correct at time of going to press. 
Websites refer to where to get tickets.Websites refer to where to get tickets.

bf = booking fee  otd = on the door bf = booking fee  otd = on the door 
adv = advance  tbc = to be confirmedadv = advance  tbc = to be confirmed
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THE BUTLER
First Night of the Progs

Cafe Zazous
£9.90 | 8pm | 18+
A night of gypsy jazz and dance
wegottickets.com

RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Grant Sharkey
£5.50adv, £8ootd | 8pm 
14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

PURPLE TURTLE
Black Market
Free | 8:30pm | 18+

PROGRESS THEATRE
Jazz In Reading

Soultime! 
£19, £17(conc), £10(U16) +bf | 7:30pm
SoulTime! is a new and exciting jazz 
quartet dedicated to exploring the 
music of pianist, and composer Bobby 
Timmons. Co-led by renowned pianist 
Leon Greening and exceptional trumpeter 
Steve Fishwick, rounding out the top-flight 
rhythm section is Matt Home on drums 
and Matyas Hofecker on double bass.
jazzinreading.com

SAT 14 DEC
CASTLE TAP
Shredding Fest presents

Roots & Wings + Liquid 
Dogs + Killer Kowalski  
+ Watershed
Free | 7:30pm

UP THE JUNCTION
The Hiker + Lee Hill
Free | 8pm | 18+

RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Tribute Night
Christmas Special 2024
Suggested donation: £5 
8pm | All ages

SUN 15 DEC
WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Broomdasher
£8otd (cash only) | 8pm

THU 12TH DEC
FACEBAR
Club Velocity/New Mind

Eye Hate God  
+ Goat Whore
£30.30 | 8pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

FRI 13 DEC
SOUTH STREET
Heavy Pop

BC Camplight  
(solo piano show)
£22.50 | 7:30pm | 14+
heavypop.co.uk

WED 11 DEC
PURPLE TURTLE
Bevendene + Emerson  
+ The HighLIfe  
+ Auto Reply
Free | 8pm | 18+

SOUTH STREET
High Vibes #7:
Tongue Depressor + 
Colossal Letdown
£10 | 7pm | 14+
whatsonreading.com

Email listings info to  
copy@sound-check.co.uk 

Babym
aker 19Som

ething Festival The Face Bar, 02.11.2024 
Photo: ©

Steve Axtell

Tue 03 Dec

Billy Orange

Sat 07 Dec

The Country Moans
Dan Kemp

Tue 10 Dec

Elliot Morseth
Pete Windred
Chris Beales

Sat 14 Dec

The Hiker
Lee Hill

Tue 17 Dec

Maija
Oli Hagen
Mike Lemin Band

Live Music

Tuesday & Saturdays

Open 5pm – 3am
Tuesday to Sunday

Last entry 2am • Closed on Monday

231 London Rd, Reading RG1 3NY

Venue Hire: Book Your Event Date Now

u p t h e j u n c t i o n b a r @ h o t m a i l . c o . u k
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RE GROOVE

N
ORTHERN SOUL

THE  BUTLER • FRIDAY  20TH  DECEMBER

8:00pm   £7.70adv, £10 On the doOr
Chatham St, Reading RG1 7DS
wegotTickets.com

A match made on 
the dancefloor!

AND

Bare Groove DJs are back and 
teaming up with top-class purveyors 
of LIVE 60s Soul classics, The MkII, 
for this one off special night spinning, 
and playing, Soul/Motown/Northern 
classics till midnight.
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MON 13 JAN
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+
Three bands, every Monday

FRI 17 JAN
THE BUTLER
Friday Night Blues: 
The Cinelli Brothers
£19.80 | 8pm | All ages (U18s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

SAT 18 JAN
FACE BAR
Club Velocity/New Mind

Skeletal Family  
+ Voodoo Radio  
+ The Go Go Cult
£16.50 | 8pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

MON 20 JAN
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+
Three bands, every Monday

THU 23 JAN
PURPLE TURTLE
The Final Clause of Tacitus 
+ Crostpaths + ReO
Free | 8m | 18+
After 8 years, 4 drummers, 1 album, 3 
EPs and all the singles and live shows 
in between… this is The Final Clause of 
Tacitus’  final show so “lets get funky 
for one last time.”

SAT 25 JAN
CASTLE TAP
Shadow Promotions

Tape It SHut  
+ Our Lives In Cinema  
+ Till I’m Bones  
+ Adventure State
Free | 6pm | 

MON 16 DEC
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+
Three bands, every Monday

TUE 17 DEC
UP THE JUNCTION
Maija + Oli Hagen  
+ Mike Lemin Band
Free | 8pm | 18+

WED 18 DEC
SUB89
Bad Manners  
+ Max Splodge
£27.50 | 7:30pm | 18+
seetickets.com

PURPLE TURTLE
The Deckchairs  
+ Brioche + Beef
Free | 8pm | 18+

THU 19 DEC
PURPLE TURTLE
The Corsairs
Free | 8:30pm | 18+

FRI 20 DEC
FACE BAR
Remones + Painted Bird
£11adv, £12otd, £5 (U18) 
7:30 | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

SAT 21 DEC
CASTLE TAP
Winter Solstice Gig
Dolly & the Clothespegs  
+ Rose Music
Free | 8:30pm

THE RETREAT
Rufus Ruffcut
Free | 8pm

SUN 22 DEC
SUB89
Tom Meighan
£28.60 | 7:30pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
gigantic.com

MON 23 DEC
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+
Three bands, every Monday

TUE 31 DEC
NEW YEAR’S EVE
RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Club Velocity

Pink Diamond Revue  
+ Bored Slippy  
+ Grace Pounds
£9.40 + 8pm | All ages
wegottickets.com

THE BUTLER
Nicole Allan & guests
£11 | 7pm | 18+

FRI 3 JAN
PROGRESS THEATRE
Jazz In Reading

Clark Tracey’s  
The Jazz Champions
£19, £17(conc), £10(U16) +bf
jazzinreading.com

MON 6 JAN
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+
Three bands, every Monday

FRI 10 JAN
SUB89
Death Or Glory Promotions

UK Subs + Knock Off
£24.75 | 7:30pm | 14+
fatsoma.com

SAT 11 JAN
FACE BAR
Club Velocity/New Mind

Screaming Dead + DxSxA 
+ Skunkworm
£8.80 | 8pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

SUN 12 JAN
WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

David Fenner & Andy 
Lavery
£8otd (cash only) | 8pm

FACE BAR
AKA The Syndicate  
+ The Skavengers
£11.50 | 6:30pm | 18+
e-tix.co

SUN 26 JAN
WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Liz Simcock
£8otd (cash only) | 8pm

MON 27 JAN
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+
Three bands, every Monday

TUE 28 JAN
FACE BAR
Club Velocity

Gemma Rogers + Puma 
Theory + Jess Tuthill
£11 |  8pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

THU 30 JAN
FACE BAR
Club Velocity

Funke And The Two Tone 
Baby + Baby Maker
£12.10 | 8pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.comri

si
ng

su
na

rt
sc

en
tr

e.
or

g
3

0
 S

il
ve

r 
St

re
et

, 
R

ea
d

in
g

 R
G

1 
2S

T

Howling @ the Moon
Sat 7 Dec
7pm £7.50/ £12.50

Reading’s Biggest LGBTQ+ Cabaret
featuring an eclectic mixture 
of drag, stand up comedy, 
burlesque, circus, live music 
and more, there’s something 
for everyone at this one 
of a kind event.

Stand Up Cinema Presents

Shop Around The Corner
Fri 20 Dec 7:30pm Free

Set in the build up to Christmas, Shop Around The Corner explores 
love and loneliness and doesn’t shy away from the slightly darker 
side of the festive season.
Stand Up Cinema is a collaboration between The Rising Sun, Real Time 
Video and the Open Mind Group.

The Ris ing Sun Arts Centre is  an award winning,  independent arts centre,  staffed and run by volunteers.
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Designers: Rich Lucas, Mike Parker, Dan Li

To advertise in Sound-check, email rich@sound-check.co.uk.

Prices and ad specs are all at sound-check.co.uk.  
We’re keeping it as cheap as possible to just cover the cost  
of keeping this thing alive.

Reasonable efforts are made to ensure that all info in Sound-check 
is correct at time of going to press. If you’re worried, though, please 
check with the relevant venue.
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email: rich@sound-check.co.uk

Go on... give me 
your best shot!
If you’ve got a local gig photo 
you’d like to see here, you can just 
email it to rich@sound-check.co.uk with 
band name, date, venue and photographer 
credit. It needs to be high resolution because this 
is real world print but, if you’re not sure, send it 
anyway – we’ll check it for you and use it if it’s 
technically up to spec. Thanks! (If this thing ever 
makes any money then, yes, of course you can have 
some – but that’s never happened yet!?!)

Printed by Route1 Print. 

THU 30 JAN
SOUTH STREET
Heavy Pop

C Duncan
£17.50 | 7:30pm

FRI 31 JAN
RISING SUN  
ARTS CENTRE
Club Velocity

Eat Daddy Eat  
+ Chrome Rays  
+ Stell Thieves
£7.20 | 8pm | all ages
wegottickets.com

SAT 1ST FEB
SUB89
WHE Presents

4am Kru + tbc
£11.25 | 11pm | 18+
skiddle.com

SUN 2 FEB
FACE BAR
Club Velocity

Tom Webber
£11 | 8pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

MON 3 FEB
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+
Three bands, every Monday

FRI 7 FEB
SUB89
Pama International
£22.40 | 7pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
premier.ticketek.co.uk

SAT 8 FEB
THE BUTLER
Shadow Promotions DIY

Ill Gotten Gains  
+ KNOFX + tbc
£6.10 | 7:30pm | 18+
wegottickets.com

SUN 9 FEB
FACE BAR
Club Velocity

Rachel Stamp (acoustic)
£14.90 | 7pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

Jazz
most Fridays

Pickin’ Lunchtime Sessions
1st Sun of the month: American Old-Time
3rd Sun of the month: Irish/Celtic

Bohemian Night Open Mic
Every Wednesday

THE FISHERMAN’S
COTTAGE

INDEPENDENT                  FREEHOUSE

thefi shermanscottagepubreading.co.uk

To book a table for your meal, 
please call 07925 336 269

VG V

Home-cooked food, 
good beer, dogs welcome

G
irl Like That Purple Turtle, 04.11.2024 
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