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I’ve been to Iceland this month. Not that 
interesting, I know, but I have a top tip 

for you, anyway: if you ever end up in 
Reykjavik, go and find the Punk Museum. 
It’s tiny, made mostly with the aid of a 
photocopier and a Pritt stick, in a disused 
public toilet and it’s brilliant.
Meanwhile round here, I turn my back for a 

minute and suddenly there are sooo many 
gigs about to happen! Really. Loads. And, 
for all those who insist on turning up late to 
gigs, going to the pub until the last minute 
assuming the first band on won’t be any 
good, Uncle Peanut has devised a lineup 
made specially for you. I’ll see you there  
– nice and early. RiCH
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Words: Ennaya Shehzad  
Photos:  Steve Axtell

I’d been waiting for Skunkworm to do a show 
in Reading so we could profile them and, 
finally, they did – at our dearly beloved Rising 

Sun, in-between Buildings On Fire and Workin’ 
Man Noise Unit. They are punky and kind of 
emo (in a title fight vs. self superheaven way); 
rockers with an awesome stage presence. 
Tonight they kept the crowd headbanging while 
Harvey restrung his guitar, by playing super 
heavy dodgy-lyriced covers (“I don’t know the 
words!”). Their set just got better and better, 
half the room assuming a kind of moshing 
state (all the energy, not quite the execution 
– lots of dads!). However, I had to leave(!) and 
hand over the task of interviewing to my friend 
Isobel (bewildered, did a great job)…

Skunkworm consists of Harrison (vocals, sort 
of gothy), Spike on bass, Harvey guitaring and 
Freddie on drums. Like all the greatest they are 
visually fun and really perform, jumping off amps, 
two stepping and twitching violently (Harrison 
also has great hair). Harvey Spike and Harrison 
knew each other before the band, they were in 
a band before this that was “pretty shit. It was 
called Antirupt. It was like a hardcore band. We just 
wanted to punch people, but we didn’t get to that 
stage. We didn’t make a single song!“
“No. Actually, we wrote one, you just didn’t learn it. 
It was rubbish.” 

Spike: We’ve existed since around March this 
year. Harrison was the link between us all since he 
knew all of us from previous bands.
Harrison:  I messaged Freddie then I messaged 
Harvey then I messaged Spike. Then we jammed. 
Wrote a silly song (aforementioned)…

Harvey: With an epic reggae section!

What inspirations influence their music? What 
made them want to make their own music rather 
than just listen?

Harvey: Siamese Dreams by Smashing 
Pumpkins, Unknown Pleasures by Joy Division and 
Only Theatre Of Pain by Christian Death. And Guitar 
Hero! That shit looked cool but then I realised I 
could just learn real guitar.

Spike:  At the moment there’s this compilation 
of late 70s/early 80s New York underground post 
punk/dance called New York Noise by Soul Jazz 
records which I’m listening to a lot, Daydream 
Nation by Sonic Youth, Skinty Fia by Fonataines 
D.C., Spiderland by Slint, then there’s Fugazi, Title 
Fight, IDLES… I could go on for hours. Bullet In A 
Bible (Green Day live album from Milton Keynes 
Bowl in 2005) made me wanna make my own 
music… to the extent that when I was very young, I 
dressed up as Billie Joe Armstrong fairly often.
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Harrison: My favourite record is Pornography 
by The Cure. It’s one of the most harrowing vocal 
and lyrical performances I’ve ever heard and that’s a 
big influence on my singing. I also find inspiration in 
bands like Amebix, The Birthday Party, and Christian 
Death. Oh, and Saetia. I guess listening to stuff like 
Royal Blood and Red-Hot Chilli Peppers when I was 
about 11 or 12 made me want to make music and 
not just listen.

Music is the most fulfilling way to make things. 
More so than drawing or sewing for me.

Freddie(drums): My favourite album of all time 
is Jane Doe by Converge because of its intensity 
and relentlessness, it’s one of my main inspirations 
in my drumming. Some other inspirations are Black 
Midi, Lightning Bolt, Dillinger Escape Plan and Hella. 
When I first heard Slipknot when I was 9, that’s what 
made me want to play drums and make music.

What’s been their favourite gig so far? What’s 
their favourite place to play?

spike: This one! This has been our biggest 
audience, and it was pretty much all people we didn’t 
know! Stuff went wrong but we powered through 
and sounded the best we probably ever have. Harvey 
broke a string, and me and Freddie played some 
random covers of stuff like Daft Punk Is Playing 
At My House and Psycho Killer while he 
fixed it. I dived onto the floor at the end 
of the set then tried to do a forward roll 
and squashed my own hand and broke my 
cable. Good times. 

Close second is the time we played at the 
Queens Head (Farnham) because we got 
to play with my very good friends Acid 
Splash and they’re a great band. That’s 
my favourite venue, cos it’s so tiny that it 
always feels busy.

Harvey: My favourite was either the Dead 
Sound Promotions ‘Battle of the Bands’ final at 
The Queens Head or the second time we played 
Boileroom in Guildford. Best place might be the 
Rising Sun Arts Centre in Reading.

Harrison: Favourite gig AND place to play 
was here. It was our first time playing a set of all 
originals. The venue is stunning too.

Freddie: Either this one or the Queens Head 
finale gig. I think the best place to play is probably 
the Queens head.

Harrison is the mastermind 
behind their logo and the 
cover for their demo (on 
Soundcloud, now) and 
merch and some posters. 
And Spike has recently 
drawn up a couple 
posters for gigs purely 
out of boredom. n

You can catch Skunkworm on October 30th at Boileroom 
in Guildford – wear a costume and go dance with them 
at the Halloween party of the century! If you can’t make 
that, they’re playing the Facebar January 11th supporting 
Screaming Dead (for which they say huge, huge, huge 
thanks to Sid at Club Velocity for always supporting local 
live music, and for writing some lovely words about us on 
Facebook.)
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John Coltrane
Expression
One of Coltrane’s last recordings only 
released on the Impulse label posthumously. 
With Alice Coltrane and Pharaoh Sanders 
escorting him into one of his most abstract 
and cosmic explorations.

Some nice instruments in the shop 
currently. Including a handmade knee 
harp, some nice electro-acoustic guitars 
and a Mexican built Fender Stratocaster 
redolent of Eric Clapton’s ‘Blackie’.

Flora Purim
Open Your Eyes You Can Fly
One of the most popular works of the Jazz 
Fusion era. Accompanied by luminaries 
of the scene such as Airto and George 
Duke this is great fun for anyone wanting 
to discover the endless sophistication of 
Flora Purim’s music.

Isaac Hayes
Golden Hour Presents
The Golden Hour series was a series of 
good value budget compilations on Pye 
Records in the 1970s. If it was The Kinks 
or Cilla it would have 30 songs on it but 
Isaac’s opulent soul symphonies amount 
to 8 tracks an hour.

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.
Donations of all records, CDs, instruments, Hi-Fi 

and other musical items, as well as films and 
comics/graphic novels, always gratefully received.

We can pick up collections. 
Phone: 0118 956 1598 

email: oxfamshopf3944@oxfam.org.uk

Oxfam works with others to fight global poverty.

Oxfam Music
9 Duke St, Reading RG1 4SA 

0118 9561598

OXFAM MUSIC
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FRI 4 OCT
FACE BAR
HollowKin + These 
Foundations + 
Recreance + Cober 
Mouth + The Kanz
£8 | 7pm | 18+
vizkillrecords.com

PURPLE TURTLE
Brick Top
Free | 8:30pm | 18+

SAT 5 OCT
SOUTH STREET
Heavy Pop

Romeo Stodart  
(The Magic Numbers)  
& Ren Harvieu  
+ support
£20.50adv | 7:30pm
whatsonreading.com

FACE BAR
Club Velocity/New Mind
Dr Diablo & the 
Rodent Show + 
Pink Diamond 
Revue + OTUK - 
the Green Man
£12.10 | 8pm 
14+ (U16s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

SUN 6 OCT
HEXAGON
Mike Oldfield’s  
Tubular Bells: Live
£58, £45, £35, £23 | 7:30pm
In full, conducted and 
arranged by Oldfield’s long-
term collaborator Robin Smith.
whatsonreading.com

PURPLE TURTLE
Call of Sirens  
+ incaseyouleave  
+ Ocean Planet
Free | 8pm | 18+

WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Steve Turner
£8otd (cash only) | 8pm

PANGBOURNE JAZZ CLUB
Vasilis Xenopoulos
£14adv, 12.50otd | 6:45pm
skiddle.com

MON 7 OCT
PURPLE TURTLE
Groove Cult Shindigs
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

WED 9 OCT
FACE BAR
Heavy Pop
Divorce + Blood 
Wizard
£14.30 | 7:30pm 
14+ (U18 w/adult)
heavypop.co.uk

To list your gig here, for To list your gig here, for 
free, just email all the info to free, just email all the info to 
copy@sound-check.co.uk.  copy@sound-check.co.uk.  

Info is correct at time of Info is correct at time of 
going to press. Websites going to press. Websites 

refer to where to get tickets.refer to where to get tickets.
bf = booking fee bf = booking fee 
otd = on the door otd = on the door 

adv = advance adv = advance 
tbc = to be confirmedtbc = to be confirmed

Email listings info to copy@sound-check.co.uk 

30 Silver Street, Reading RG1 2ST
The Rising Sun Arts Centre is an award winning,

 independent arts centre, staffed and run by volunteers.ri
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Jess Tuthill
‘A Beautiful Disaster’ album launch party
Friday 25th October
8pm £7.20

Front Row
: SOLD OUT 

General Entry: £15
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THU 10 OCT
THE BUTLER
Please Ban Music
PLEASE BAN MUSIC #6
David Cronenberg’s 
Wife + The Borough  
+ Frank Lloyd 
Wleft
Free/Donation | 7pm | 18+

FRI 11 OCT
CASTLE TAP
Man the Lifeboats
£16.96 | 7:30pm
Full-throttle alternative folk 
raising money for Reading 
Samaritans with songs about 
beer, the end of the world, 
and everything in between.
eventbrite.com

PURPLE TURTLE
Bottle Kids
Free | 8pm | 18+

SAT 12 OCT
FACE BAR
Club Velocity/New Mind

Roddy Radiation & 
the Skabilly Rebels  
+ The TR5s
£17.60 | 8pm 
14+ (U16 w/adult)
The next phase of what 
Roddy Byers has been 
perfecting since the day he 
stepped into a recording 
studio with the Specials back 
in the 80s – a fusion of the 
driving rhythm of Ska and the 
gritty, hard edge of Rockabilly.
wegottickets.com

SOUTH STREET
High Vibes #6
Wild Island + Haress 
+ Dom James
£8, £2 U10 | 4pm 
All ages (U14s w/adult)
whatsonreading.com

THE BUTLER
Shadow Promotions

Filthy Militia  
+ We Know John  
+ Tape It Shut  
+ Broken Lungs  
+ Grail Guard  
+ Snipit & The Hot 
Rocks + Common 
Sense Kid
£11.00adv, £12otd | 
4:30pm | 18+
Shadow Promotions 1st 
Anniversary Party.
wegottickets.com

THE RETREAT
Jackie Doe &  
the Uncertainty  
of Passion
Free | 8:30pm

SUN 13 OCT
PURPLE TURTLE
Day Festival Fundraiser
Ladylike + 
Empires, Empires  
+ Curser + Doops  
+ Sundaughter  
+ Maximilian
£10 | 3pm | 18+
All proceeds  will go to 
Refugee Support Group, 
helping refugees rebuild 
their lives in Berkshire.
eventbrite.com

MON 14 OCT
PURPLE TURTLE
Groove Cult Shindigs
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

Email listings info to copy@sound-check.co.uk 





WED 23 OCT
PURPLE TURTLE
Heavy Pop

Borough Council
Free | 8pm | 18+

THE RETREAT
Jazz Singers’ Night
Free | 8pm
Come and sing with a live 
Jazz band.

THU 24 OCT
FACE BAR
Good Wrecking Tonight/Club 
Velocity

The Delta Bombers  
+ Red Hot Riot
£22 | 8pm | 14+ (U16 w/
adult)
wegottickets.com

PURPLE TURTLE
HCK9 + Gnarlah
Free | 8pm | 18+

THE RETREAT 
Fusion 6 
Free | 8pm | 18+ 
Fusing funk, jazz, blues 
and Latin elements. 
Andy Kennedy - sax, 
Tony Imbierski - keys, 
Paul Wallace - bass, 
Tony Mckenna - drums & 
percussion, Alison Rolls - 
vocals.

SUN 20 OCT
WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Cobblers Child
£8otd (cash only) | 8pm

MON 21 OCT
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground

Alien Chicks + 
HoneyBadger
Free | 7:30pm | 18+
skiddle.com

SAT 19 OCT
CULTUREMIX ARTS & 
MUSIC CENTRE
RASPO
£5 (U12 Free)| 6:30pm
Award-winning Reading All 
Steel Percussion Orchestra 
returns for a celebration of the 
steel pan with an evening of 
live music and guest artists.
eventbrite.co.uk

THE FLOWING SPRING
Flint Moore
£10 (in the pub), £12 (online)
theflowingspringpub.co.uk

WOODCOTE VILLAGE HALL
Filippo Dall’Asta
£20 | 7:30pm
Mixing Gypsy jazz with 
bebop and classical music, 
to forge his own style of 
progressive guitar playing.
woodcotevillagehall.com

THU 17 OCT
MILK
Jimmy the Dog
£7 | 8pm | 18+
fatsoma.com

FRI 18 OCT
FACE BAR
András Droppa + 
The Two Ton Shoes
£8adv, £10otd,  
Conc: £5adv, £8otd
7pm | 14+ (U16 w/adult)
A virtuosic ‘tour-de-force’ of 
in-your-face guitar-driven  
hard rock blues.
andras-droppa-music.com

THE BUTLER
Friday Night Blues

Back Porch
£13.20adv | 8pm 
All ages (U18s w/adult)
wegottickets.com

Jazz
most Fridays

Pickin’ Lunchtime Sessions
1st Sun of the month: American Old-Time
3rd Sun of the month: Irish/Celtic

Bohemian Night Open Mic
Every Wednesday

THE FISHERMAN’S
COTTAGE

INDEPENDENT                  FREEHOUSE

thefi shermanscottagepubreading.co.uk

To book a table for your meal, 
please call 07925 336 269

VG V

Home-cooked food, 
good beer, dogs welcome

12

ROMEO STODART
(The Magic Numbers)

& REN HARVIEU
Sat 5th Oct South St. Arts Centre - Studio, Reading

DIVORCE
Wed 9th Oct Face Bar, Reading

LOOK MUM 
NO COMPUTER

Fri 11th Oct � e Jericho Tavern, Oxford

BERNARD BUTLER
Tues 29th Oct SJE Arts (church), Oxford

BENJAMIN FRANCIS 
LEFTWICH

� urs 14th Nov South St. Arts Centre, Reading

ERLAND COOPER 
Wed 27th Nov SJE Arts (church), Oxford 

Heavy Pop are Independent Reading-based live music promoters 
organising gigs across the South East, as well as Reading’s annual 
Are You Listening? Festival and Down at the Abbey Festival.

For full gig listings and tickets: heavypop.co.uk

Contact: info@heavypop.co.uk

   heavypoppromo

FRI 25 OCT
RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Club Velocity

Jess Tuthill + Lee 
Switzer-Wolf + 
Mayor of Dorkshire
£7.20 | 8pm | All ages
Launch party for Reading 
singer-songwriter Jess 
Thuthill’s debut album, ‘A 
Beautiful Disaster’. According 
to Kathryn Williams “Jess 
makes the uke sound beautiful 
(which is in itself a miracle!), 
her voice is warm velvet and 
her songs move me to tears.”
wegottickets.com

FACE BAR
Alternative R3vival

Hööf + Native 
Rebellion + The 
Medicine
£10adv, £12.50otd 
7pm | 18+
Two-room club night right 
through until 3:30 after the 
bands!
fatsoma.com

PURPLE TURTLE
Raze The Roof
Thousand Yard 
Stare + Elucidate  
+ Dream Sellers
Free | 7pm | 18+
Raising money for RBH 
Cancer Unit.

PROGRESS THEATRE
Jazz In Reading

Perfect Stranger
£19, £17conc, £10 U16 
7:30pm
An album has finally been 
recorded of Chris Sansom’s 
‘Life & Times (of a Perfect 
Stranger)’ and this gig is 
part of the launch tour.
ticketsource.co.uk

SAT 26 OCT
FACE BAR
Predatür + The 
Dead Can Wait
£12.50 | 7pm | 14+ (U18 
w/adult)
wegottickets.com

RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
An evening with
Satin Beige: A 
Chick and a Cello
£9.40 | 8pm 
All ages (U14 w/adult)

An R&B cellist and singer 
songwriter?! Yes. Really. 
And a really, really good one, 
too. You should probably go.
wegottickets.com

SUN 27 OCT
SUB89
Planet Rock & The Gig Cartel

King King
£28 | 7pm 
14+ (U16 w/adult)
premier.ticketek.co.uk

THE RETREAT
Jazz Singers’ Night
Free | 8pm
Come and sing with a live 
Jazz band.

MON 28 OCT
PURPLE TURTLE
Groove Cult Shindigs
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

WED 30 OCT
PURPLE TURTLE
Mother Vulture
Free | 8:30pm | 18+

Email listings info to   
copy@sound-check.co.uk 
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OAKFORD SOCIAL CLUB
Peanut Presents  
All Hallows’ Eve
Jopy / Doops /  
Uncle Peanut
Free | 8pm | 18+
Running order chosen 
on the night! 
Fancy dress encouraged

SAT 2 NOV
BREWDOG
Shadow Promotions

Redeemon 
+ Fair Do’s + 
Masquerader + 
Launch Control
£6.60 | 7pm | 18+
wegottickets.com

THE GATEWAY
Within The Blood
Free | 8:30pm

SUN 3 NOV
WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Hunter Muskett
£8otd (cash only) | 8pm

MON 4 NOV
PURPLE TURTLE
Groove Cult Shindigs
Turtle Underground
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

TUE 5 NOV
FACE BAR
Club Velocity/New Mind

Los Fastidios  
+ The Deckchairs
£14.30 | 8pm 
14+ (U16 w/adult)
wegottickets.com

FRI 8 NOV
THE FLOWING SPRING
Xander & the 
Peace Pirates
£10 (cash from the pub), 
£12adv
theflowingspringpub.co.uk

SAT 9 NOV
FACE BAR
Club Velocity/New Mind

Balaam And The 
Angel + Desperate 
Measures + 
Fluoxetine + Go Go 
Cult
£22 | 8pm 
14+ (U16 w/adult)
wegottickets.com

THU 31 OCT
RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
A Samhain Celebration
Daughter  
of the Water
£10, £8conc | 7:30pm | 
All ages

A magical musical concert 
and Samhain celebration 
to welcome in the misty 
moody autumn days and 
embrace the darker half of 
the year.
eventbrite.co.uk

+ ELUCIDATE 
+ DREAM SELLERS

PURPLE TURTLE
FRI 25 OCTOBER 2024 FROM 7PM 

RAISING 
MONEY 

FOR RBH 
CANCER

UNIT
FREE ENTRY • 18+ / ID REQUIRED

FREE GIG FOR CHARITY!

All profits go to the RBH Cancer Unit. For more information visit razetheroof.com   

Donate and 

help RBH 
fight Cancer!
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Designers: Rich Lucas, Mike Parker, Dan Li

To advertise in Sound-check, email rich@sound-check.co.uk.

Prices and ad specs are all at sound-check.co.uk.  
We’re keeping it as cheap as possible to just cover the cost  
of keeping this thing alive.

Reasonable efforts are made to ensure that all info in Sound-check 
is correct at time of going to press. If you’re worried, though, please 
check with the relevant venue.
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email: rich@sound-check.co.uk

Go on... give me 
your best shot!
If you’ve got a local gig photo 
you’d like to see here, you can just 
email it to rich@sound-check.co.uk with 
band name, date, venue and photographer 
credit. It needs to be high resolution because this 
is real world print but, if you’re not sure, send it 
anyway – we’ll check it for you and use it if it’s 
technically up to spec. Thanks! (If this thing ever 
makes any money then, yes, of course you can have 
some – but that’s never happened yet!?!)

Printed by Route1 Print. 

H
ööF Face Bar, 14.09.24 

Photo: Alex M
arlow

+ ELUCIDATE 
+ DREAM SELLERS

PURPLE TURTLE
FRI 25 OCTOBER 2024 FROM 7PM 

RAISING 
MONEY 

FOR RBH 
CANCER

UNIT
FREE ENTRY • 18+ / ID REQUIRED

FREE GIG FOR CHARITY!

All profits go to the RBH Cancer Unit. For more information visit razetheroof.com   

Donate and 

help RBH 
fight Cancer!

15




