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AMY’S FOOD TRUCK

PURPLE TURTLE BARS ARE BACK SERVING LOCAL REAL ALE AND CRAFT BEERS 
STREET FOOD READING'S INDIE MARKET • MUSIC, ARTS + DANCE WORKSHOPS

ADULT WEEKEND + DAY TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM ONLY £20
UNDER 2’S FREE • CHILDREN (2-13) AND TEEN (14-17) TICKETS FROM £1

READIPOP.CO.UK/FESTIVAL 

IN AID OF READIPOP CHARITYRegistered Charity Number: 1123962

ADOMANIA • BEATROOTS • BRIOCHE • COLOURS AND FIRES • DON • ELUCIDATE          
FREDDIE JOON • FUNKIN' SOULED OUT • GLASS HALF BROKEN • GLITTERWOUND 

GRACE POUNDS • ILANGA • K.KAYNE • LAURA LOH • MARKSMAN • NINETEENTH HOUR 
READIOPHONICS • RILAS EDGE • SAXCELERATE • THE SKANGSTERS • TANKATA PERCUSSION

ACROSS THE WEEKEND A-Z

READIPOP XOX PROJECT + AAA LOCAL TALENT TAKEOVERS

FRIDAY
5-11PM

SATURDAY
1-11PM

SUNDAY
12-9PM

DUB PISTOLS
SPACE

THE WISE BLOODS

LA MORT SUBITE
INTERNATIONAL 

RESQUE
NATALIE GRAY

STEVOSS     
FEATURING LUMA SOUNDS 
+ THE DHOL COLLECTIVE

REPUBLICA
A CERTAIN RATIO

PIP BLOM
GOLDIE LOOKIN' CHAIN 

(LEGENDS DJ SET)
BUTCH KASSIDY

HATSTM

BBC INTRODUCING BERKSHIRE
PURPLE TURTLE STAGE TAKEOVER
MARBLE SUN • LEOPARD BOY 

MARTHA AND THE FAIRY

MUSIC CHANGING LIVES • MUSIC CHANGING LIVES • MUSIC CHANGING LIVES • MUSIC CHANGING LIVES • MUSIC CHANGING LIVES

SCAN ME

READING COMMUNITY 
GOSPEL CHOIR
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Monday night at The Turtle. I’m 
usually here anyway, on some kind 

of auto-pilot, to see whoever’s on. 
You know… just in case they’re really 
good. This time, however, I have a job 
to do. I’m out the back to interview 
Elucidate ahead of their appearance 
at Readipop Festival in a few weeks.

For those who don’t know, Elucidate 
manage to pull off the neat trick 
of making all the right noises of 
a pretty heavy rock thing but also 
remembering to write songs. A live 
show has all the life and the racket 
you want coming off of a stage while 

you spill your pint 
in the dark but, the 
next day, you can find 
yourself with bits of 
song stuck whirling 
around in your head 
and wondering where 
it came from – and it’ll 
be one of theirs.
They’ve been at it 
since 2019. Theo, 
Caleb and Connor 
(vocals, guitar and 
bass) found each other 
at Reading College, 
all studying music, 
and in their hunt for 
a drummer, turned 
to Bandmix where 
drummer, Tim was 
“looking for a function 
band at the time! I was 

in a band and thought I’d try and make 
some money on the side!?!”
Fortunately for the others, that plan 

took a swerve when he 
had a listen.
According to Theo, they 
were ready to try out 
quite a few people but 
“Tim came in to jam with 
us, just to feel it out, and 
we thought ‘Oh god…
we’ve accidentally struck 
gold, here!’”
I’ve no idea what 
studying music at any 
kind of school would 
look like, so I’m curious; 
for a band that was 
started by three people 
all at college studying 
music, did it help?
All at once: “No.”
As an “outsider” looking in, Tim reckons it looked 
like “a good space where there were practice rooms, 
you had recording studios… you had the facilities to try 
and make some stuff.” but, apparently, not any more.
“They sold it all to the Performing Arts department!”
It seems Rock ’n’ Roll still doesn’t count (which, I 
have to admit, part of me is kind of glad to hear!).
That college did, however, serve to bring them 
together, from Caleb, who wanted to be in a band 
right from hearing Bring Me 
The Horizon’s ‘Sempiternal’ 
album when he was 13, to 
Connor who saw YouTube 
footage of Foo Fighters at 
Brixton Academy in ’95 and 
thought that looked like a 
good job, and on to Theo who 
never wrote a song or sang 
in front of anybody before 
college despite having a 
family of performers.

Thay’ve had some 
cracking local gigs 
lately. The Puma 
Theory-curated show 
at The Oakford involved 
one woman getting up 
on stage mid-set to tell 
them “I just want you 

Words: RiCH  
Live photos:  Andrew Merritt
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Have you heard cassettes/tapes 
are making a come back? 
Apparently so. Tell your friends 
and dust off your Walkmans. 
We happily accept donations 
of cassettes of all genres.

Mixing Desk
We sell hi-fi  and electronic 
musical equipment. We currently 
have in stock a lovely hand 
wired, fully analog Soundcraft 
16-track mixing desk.

Amos Milburn
Chicken Shack Boogie
We’ve had in some nice 1940s 
R&B LPs. Including some by 
Amos Millburn one of the most 
prolifi c songwriters and fi nest 
singers of the period. A major 
infl uence on the British blues 
revival twenty years later.

Willie Hutch
The Mack
For there to be a ‘return of the 
mack’, there had to be the 
occasion of the mack in the 
fi rst place. Soundtrack album 
to the 1973 Blaxploitation fi lm. 
Features the classic “Brother’s 
Gonna Work It Out”.

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.
We are always very grateful to receive any musical 

items. Vinyl, CDs, tapes, 78s hi-fi , instruments, 
sheet music and comics or graphic novels. 
We can arrange home collection if required.

Oxfam works with others to fi ght global poverty.

We need donations!
We are out with the van this summer.

2024 marks the 20th anniversary of Oxfam Music!

Oxfam Music
9 Duke St, Reading RG1 4SA

0118 9561598

OXFAM MUSICto know, you’re incredible. You’re amazing.” 
which can only be a good thing!
The exciting news is, they’ve been mostly 
concentrating on new material lately. A 
whole new fresh batch of songs. In fact, 
they’re hoping to have an almost entirely 
new set.
A couple of days after this interview, they’re 
off to Generation Studio to finish one track 
which should then be out in the wild in time 
for their stint at Readipop Festival. From 
the sound of it, they’re treating that festival 
appearance almost as day one of a whole 
new ambitious chapter.
Caleb: “Without giving too much away, you 
don’t see many bands our size going down 
the route we’re going to go down in terms 
of building something that fits together as a 
whole… narrative.”
They’re being understandably cagey about 
the plans ahead but “we’re reaching out 
to a few friends to get them involved” and, 
according to Caleb, there’s “a killer vocal 
feature” coming. And probably something 
visual in the mix.
Theo: “I think we’ve got to a point where we’re 

comfortable with making stuff just because 
we want to make stuff.”
Caleb: “We’re not trying to ‘get plays’ or 
whatever.”
Theo: “This is now like one big creative project 
that we all really want to do together.”
Tim: “At our last few gigs, there’s definitely a 
sense of ‘the first four songs are alright. We 
like these songs, they’re the old ones, we enjoy 
it’ and then we play our two newest songs and 
the whole energy changes to ‘Right, Let’s go!’ ”
This is Elucidate’s second bite of the 
Readipop cherry. Last time they were pretty 
new at this and, Theo says, “We were kind 
of on a high, that summer. ‘Take It’ was just 
coming out… we made really good friends with 
Deva St John and Split The Dealer and Louis 
LaGrange (who shot the video for ‘Take It’). 
That was a really big summer for us.”
This time, they’re on a bigger stage and it 
marks the beginning of a bigger plan. You 
should probably go and have a look. n

 /OfficialElucidateUK

 /elucidate_uk

 /elucidateuk
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30 Silver Street, Reading RG1 2ST
The Rising Sun Arts Centre is an award winning,

 independent arts centre, staffed and run by volunteers.ri
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g Artist Link Up: Rap Music Showcase

Sat 8 Jun
7pm to 11pm
£5 before 8pm
£7 after 8pm

A night dedicated to 
UK Rap Music and it’s 
various sub genres. 
Featuring captivating live 
performances from some 
of Reading’s most talented 
up and coming rappers

Create artwork by changing 
any existing printed book. 
We will explore collaging, 
drawing, painting, and paper 
folding techniques to alter 
your book pages.
Collage materials and art 
supplies provided.

Altered Book Hour
Mon 10 Jun
6:30pm
£5 suggested donation

 SAT

PUMA THEORY
DREAM SELLERS

ANDY BARKER + OLIVER HAGEN 
PLUS SUPPORT

HOSTED BY WESTY

PURPLE TURTLE
SAT 8 JUNE 2024 FROM 7PM 

RAISING 
MONEY 

FOR RBH 
CANCER

UNIT

FREE ENTRY 

18+ / ID Required

All donations and profits go to the RBH Cancer Unit.  
For more information visit razetheroof.com

SAT 1 JUN
THE BUTLER
Shadow Promotions DIY / +25 For Life

Glitchers + Batwings + 
Eville + Stank Finger +  
Tape It Shut + Mondo Wave  
+ Masquerader + Hell Death 
Fury + Get F*cked
£11.00adv, £12otd | 2:30pm | 18+
wegottickets.com

FACE BAR
Play For Ukraine 2024: 
Skavengers + Hard 
Times + Remones + The 
Highwasters + Syn City 
Rockers + Caz And The 
Traitors + Blax Abbath
£11.55 | 12noon | 18+
Reading Ukrainian refugee fundraiser. 
All money goes to The Reading 
Ukrainian Community Centre to fund 
another vehicle loaded with essential 
supplies to be driven directly to Ukraine.
eventbrite.co.uk

CASTLE TAP
Old Goat Presents

Horse Rock + Witchmother 
+ Panic Button
Free | 7pm | 18+

SUN 2 JUN
SUB89
The Vended
£20.20 | 7pm | 14+ (U16 w/Adult)
premier.ticketek.co.uk

WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Jim McLean
£8 otd (cash only) | 8pm

MON 3 JUN
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground 
Kill Commitee + Josh 
Roberts + Skoria
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

TUE 4 JUN
UP THE JUNCTION
The Colour Tree + Chris 
Beales + Bazza Mach4
Free | 8pm | 18+

To list your gig here, for free, just email all the info to copy@sound-check.co.uk.  To list your gig here, for free, just email all the info to copy@sound-check.co.uk.  
Info is correct at time of going to press. (At least, I’ve tried hard.)  Info is correct at time of going to press. (At least, I’ve tried hard.)  

Websites refer to where to get tickets.Websites refer to where to get tickets.

bf = booking fee otd = on the door adv = advance tbc = to be confirmedbf = booking fee otd = on the door adv = advance tbc = to be confirmed





Oliver Hagen and more
Free | 7pm | 18+
All donations and profits go to the RBH 
Cancer Unit. For more information visit 
razetheroof.com

THE HOOK & TACKLE
The Country Moans  
+ New Puritans
£Donations | 7:30pm
It’s ‘free’ but bring cash because this 
gig is all in aid of Cancer Research UK

OAKFORD SOCIAL CLUB
The Dianas + This.
Free | 8pm | 18+

SUN 9 JUN
PURPLE TURTLE
Love Your Witch + Splurge 
+ Death Is A Girl
Free | 8pm | 18+

WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Michell, Pfeiffer & Kulesh
£8 otd (cash only) | 8pm

THE RETREAT
Jazz Special 
Tongues of Fire
Free | 3:30pm
Street grooves, Jazz, circus music, free 
jazz, original materialand the odd pop 
song… resulting in a wild and unique 
sound. Tim Hill (sax), Stuart Henderson 
(trumpet), Robert Jarvis (trombone), 
Tom Francombe(sousaphone), Simon 
Price (drums).

MON 10 JUN
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground 
HMS Morris + Doops  
+ Wilderness States
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

TUE 11 JUN
UP THE JUNCTION
Kieran H + Only Adz  
+ Modeste
Free | 8pm | 18+

THU 6 JUN
SOUTH STREET
Good Deeds Music

Miles Hunt + support
£22.50 | 7:30pm 
All ages (U14s w/adult)

FRI 7 JUN
THE BUTLER
Special Zone Promotions

Zenden Greenpurp +  
Mr Pineapple + Ghost Cat
£6.13 | 7pm | 18+
eventbrite.com

PURPLE TURTLE
The Skangsters
Free | 8pm | 18+

SAT 8 JUN
PURPLE TURTLE
Raze The Roof 
Puma Theory + Dream 
Sellers + Andy Barker & 

PBM.GOV
Home

Menu

^

^ Report Illegal MusicCulture ^

Report an incident of good 
live music in Reading

Who’s playing?
The Bucky Rage
The Borough
Sundaughter

New restricted activity
There are some things you cannot do in 
Reading under the new PBM Act 2024.

These include:
busking on Broad Street
drinking in a non-Wetherspoons pub
organising open mic nights 

Related content

Art tax increase 2024

Register headphones

for podcast use only

Banned local venues

Royalty free download

traffic sound ambience

On Thursday 13th June, these three bands will be performing at 
another night of alternative live music by ‘Please Ban Music’.

The event is at The Butler, Chatham Street.

It is free entry and live music starts at 8:00PM.

Help Privacy Cookies Rules and regulations Tax Terms and conditions

More tax please Register to vote for us or our mates

All content is allowed under the Fair Use / Parody Law v3 ? © PBM Copyright

Get a real job



MATTHEW & THE ATLAS
Wed 26th June Jericho Tavern, Oxford

MILES HUNT
(The Wonder Stuff )

� u 4th July Bullingdon, Oxford

TOM ROBINSON BAND
Sat 3rd August Face Bar, Reading

RICHARD DAWSON
(Solo)

Tue 27th August Face Bar, Reading

DOWN AT THE ABBEY
Fri 6th Sept - Sat 7th Sept

Reading Abbey Ruins, Reading

ROBYN HITCHCOCK
Tue 10th September Jericho Tavern, Oxford

MELT-BANANA
Sat 21st September South St. Arts Centre, Reading

DIVORCE
Wed 9th October Face Bar, Reading

For full gig listings and tickets: heavypop.co.uk
Contact: info@heavypop.co.uk

   heavypoppromo

THU 20 JUN
SOUTH STREET
The Paradox Twin
£25 | 8pm | 12+
whatsonreading.com

FRI 21 JUN
PROGRESS THEATRE
Jazz in Reading

Gaz Hughes Trio
£19.66 | 7:30pm
The Nuclear Bebopalypse Tour. 
Inspired by the piano-trio format 
of the late 1950s, Gaz’s new album 
Nuclear Bebopalypse has been 
described as “Old School jazz for the 
21st Century”
ticketsource.co.uk

SAT 22 JUN
HIGH SPIRITS COCKTAIL CO.
The Parallels
Free | 8pm | 18+

SAT 15 JUN
FACE BAR
Club Velocity/New Mind Promotions

Gaye Bikers On Acid + The 
Pricillas + The Go Go Cult
£19.80 | 8pm | 14+
wegottickets.com

CASTLE TAP
Shredding Fest 
Liquid Dogs + Turning 
Point + Compounds
Free | 7pm | 18+

THE BUTLER
Audiotonic
Free | 8pm | 18+

MON 17 JUN
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground 
Roots & Wings + San 
Demas + Bored Slippy
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

WED 12 JUN
HEXAGON
The Searchers
£34 | 7:30pm
whatsonreading.com

THU 13 JUN
THE BUTLER
Please Ban Music #3 
The Bucky Rage + The 
Borough + Sundaughter
Free | 8pm | 18+
whatsonreading.com

FRI 14 JUN
SUB89
The Luke Combs 
Experience
£22.40 | 7pm | 14+ (U16s w/adult)
premier.ticketek.co.uk

Email listings info to   
copy@sound-check.co.uk 

Turning Point @ The Purple Turtle, 24.04.2024  
Photo: © Alex Marlow
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THU 11 JUL
PURPLE TURTLE
Kamikaze Test Pilots + 
Dark Material  
+ Witchmother
Free | 8pm | 18+

FACE BAR
Runnin’ Blue & Friday Night Blues

Dom Martin & Band  
+ Thomas Heppell
£19.80 | 7:30pm | 18+
wegottickets.com

SUB89
The Bluetones
£28 | 7:30pm | 14+ (U16 w/adult)
premier.ticketek.co.uk

SUN 7 JUL
FACE BAR
The Sunday Sessions 
The Fundamentals + Glitch 
+ Luminaria + Luke Bates
Free | 3pm | 16+ (ID required)

PURPLE TURTLE
Club Velocity/New Mind Promotion

Delaney Davidson
£11 | 7pm | 14+ (U16 w/adult)

WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Conor Reynolds
£8 otd (cash only) | 8pm

SAT 29 JUN
THE RETREAT
P.I.G.
Free | 8pm | 18+

SUN 30 JUN
THE RETREAT
Stuart Henderson,  
Simon Price and friends
Free | 3:30pm

WED 3 JUL
PURPLE TURTLE
Sweet Pill & Suds  
+ Soot Sprite
Free | 8pm | 18+

SAT 6 JUL
THE BUTLER
Shadow Promotions
Faintest Idea + Ill Gotten 
Gains + Tape It Shut + 
ACiD CLAW + King’s Alias
£13.20adv, £15otd | 5pm | 18+
wegottickets.com

WED 26 JUN
THE RETREAT
Jazz Singers’ Night
Free | 8pm
Come and sing with a live jazz band.

THU 27 JUN
PURPLE TURTLE
The Pink Diamond Revue  
+ Moyzesh
Free | 8pm | 18+

FRI 28 JUN
RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Club Velocity

Eat Daddy Eat  
+ Juliet & the Raging 
Romeos + Uncle Peanut
£7.20 | 8pm | All ages
wegottickets.com

SUN 23 JUN
FACE BAR
Crazy Cowboy

Fargo Railroad Co.  
+ Stone Thieves  
+ Matty James Cassidy
£14.30adv, student £7.70adv | 5pm
wegottickets.com

WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Na Mara
£8otd (cash only) | 8pm

MON 24 JUN
PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground: 
Wasted Mortality + Aggro 
+ (N)Evil Bongrotter
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

Email listings to copy@sound-check.co.uk 
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This is a random ‘Congratulations’ box  

we just invented because this happened  

a couple of weeks ago. 

That’s right… Marisa & the Moths’ album 

straight to No. #1 on week of release!

(Ahem! Former cover stars, you know.)

17



Jazz
most Fridays

Pickin’ Lunchtime Sessions
1st Sun of the month: American Old-Time
3rd Sun of the month: Irish/Celtic

Bohemian Night Open Mic
Every Wednesday

THE FISHERMAN’S
COTTAGE

INDEPENDENT                  FREEHOUSE

thefi shermanscottagepubreading.co.uk

To book a table for your meal, 
please call 07925 336 269

VG V

Home-cooked food, 
good beer, dogs welcome

Most people move through the year 
using traditional milestones like 

Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter. In 
Reading, we can replace these now 
with AYL?, Readipop, Gigs Fenzy, 
John Otway.

Yeah, ok… there’s a great big corporate 
creche that goes on round the back of 
the swimming pool in the summer but 
that’s not anything to do with us. That’s 
just somebody else borrowing our field, 
which is why you need to know about the 
Readipop Festival.

See, the festival is only part 
of the story. Readipop, 

as an organisation, was 
established way back 
in 1998 with the simple 
plan of producing a CD 

of homegrown artists to 
be given away to artists, 

guests and punters at the 
Reading Festival.

There was a second one in 1999 and, 
from this simple start, the organisation 
now (quoting from their website) “uses 

music and arts to enrich lives, 
communities and the cultural 
landscape of Reading and the 
Thames Valley, working with 
everyone from vulnerable 
young people and older 
folk, to aspiring artists and 
musicians.”
There’s the Access All 
Areas projects doing a lot of 
different stuff for younger 
people, community music 
workshops (especially if 
you fancy clattering the 
be-jesus out of a drum in 
public), musician meet-ups, 
useful talks/presentations/
discussion groups, the Riser 
platform for new musicans 
and XOX, an electronic music 
heritage project. You can get 
all the info you need about the 
organisation (and see where 
your ticket money goes!) at 
readipop.co.uk .
And the festival? Well, 20-odd 
years on and the impetus 
behind those initial CDs 
means it still has a decent 
smattering of local acts 
amongst its lineup every year.
This year, alongside Fabio & 
Grooverider, Ash, Echobelly, 
Dub Pistols, Space, A Certain 
Ratio, Republica and all, 
the lineup includes Hats™, 

Adomania, Colours And Fires, 
Elucidate, Grace Pounds, Glass 
Half Broken, The Skangsters, Rila’s 
Edge… there’s load’s!
BBC Intro Berkshire have got 
Marble Sun, Leopard Boy and 
Martha & the Fairy on The Purple 
Turtle stage.
For those who love to see the 
home team on parade, Sunday’s 
main stage is a bit of a win…

• For your 
big ‘up and 
coming’ 
synth-pop star, 
there’s Natalie 
Gray who 
performed 
last year as 
a local act 
and has now 

transitioned to the main stage on 
the final night of the festival.

• For your solid slice of Reading 
pop legend, there’s International 
Resque: formed in 1989 and back 
for, they claim, “One last time…”
• And, for your mad-as-a-bag-of-
badgers festival-style leaping 
about in the sunshine with a 
shandy or two, there’s La Mort 
Subite with a sound akin to “a 
drunken Hungarian wedding party 
in the small hours”. Don’t knock it 
’til you’ve tried it.
Hopefully, after last year’s storm 
disaster, the weather will be 
onside this time so, sunblock at 
the ready, tickets are here: 
www.readipop.co.uk/festival/

To advertise in Sound-check, 
email rich@sound-check.co.uk.

Prices and ad specs are all at 
sound-check.co.uk.  
We’re keeping it as cheap as 
possible to just cover the cost  
of keeping this thing alive.

Reasonable efforts are made to 
ensure that all info in Sound-check 
is correct at time of going to press. 
If you’re worried, though, please 
check with the relevant venue.

 /soundcheckreading

 /soundcheckrdg

 /soundcheckrdg

email: rich@sound-check.co.uk

Profile: Readipop Festival

12-14th July 2024 

Christchurch Meadows, Caversham, Reading 

readipop.co.uk/festival

Printed by Route1 Print. 
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