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yhis is the bit that gets done last
every issue, you know. In proper
magazines there’s an ‘editorial’ but |
just leave it till last in case anything
happens at the last minute that you
need to know about. That never
happens though so you usually just
Mike Lemi - \ \ | get whatever’s in my head on print

This month, however, | have some
genuine last minute news for you: the
stars have aligned a bit and, two hours
ago, this issue’s cover stars, Empires,
Empires, have just been added to this
month’s Are You Listening? Festival!

Purple Turtle 6:15pm, apparently but
check on the day, eh.

See you there. -
— RiCH \
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eet Empires, Empires, one of the latest

hot bands from Reading that are
appearing all over south-east England. The
following is growing, the second single is
on the way and they got themselves signed
to a label within seconds of forming. And
they've been playing regularly ever since.
But their style can be hard to nail down,
they’re not completely sure how to describe
it themselves, and don't even bother asking
about time signatures.

And that's not because they're amateur
or chaotic, quite the opposite. | think they
know exactly what they're doing and have
the creative skills and determination to see
it through.

If you haven't heard the name, that'll be
because they've only been going about six
months, but you might recognise where
they've come from musically. Between them,
they cover at least eight other current and
ex-bands (that they can remember), such as
pej, Strangers in Transit, Maine, As Loud As
A Mouse, Landlord Lynch, Midnight Light, The
Bourbon Massive and sometimes Doops.

Empires, Empires are Callum (vocals, guitar),
Simon (bass, guitar, vocals), Manos (violin,
mandolin) and last but not least is the
American powerhouse of a drummer Matt.
They're all from different countries with
wildly different backgrounds but found each
other in Reading.

Their influences are varied too, while some
are classically trained and some can't read
music. They've been called quirky and off-
kilter, but that doesn't do them justice.
Matt struggles to pin a label on it “The first
iteration of songs were a lot more post-punky,
straight and angular and art-rocky. But | also
think there’s still an art-rock approach to what
we have now with the more dense and fluid
stuff with ‘Excelsior’ and ‘Bitter Wounds".”

He continues “Songs like ‘Snowman’, ‘The
Same’ and ‘Johnny Marr’ are great foundation
songs. They allow us to hold steady on these
gigs where me and Manos have a fault in a way,
of trying to improvise and push the boundaries
a little too much. Because we wanna play. We

o -

wanna break loose. Whereas Simon and Cal
have such an anchor.”

Cal says “Bitter Wounds’ for example, is a new
song of ours, and | wrote the baseline for that
for a previous band but thought, ah, maybe not,
it's too weird. It could never really work. Maybe
Al just put it on the back burner. | brought it

fto these guys and next thing we've only got a
samba rhythm going under the bottom of it.
Wow! | never thought it could be that.”

Matt sums it up with “It’s very cheeky. It's very
complex rhythmically. What Manos is doing
is complex. It's weird. But everyone seems to
really like it. It's world music but played in the
vein of guys that play in London.”

Every one of them stands out in their way.
Cal's vocals range from intense to sublime
but Manos makes the violin the centrepiece.
Matt makes the point that there are no
melodies in the music apart from the violin,
so while the drums and bass are doing the
heavy lifting, it's Manos who makes the
music soar.

He says “It's maybe the one instrument that
is the closest possible to the human voice. In
range and timbre and the way that it expresses
itself, you can make it sound so much like
a voice.” Some of their friends heard it on
‘Daylight’ and were adamant there were
two singers, but it was Manos harmonising
perfectly with Callum’s voice.

That was the band’s first single which came
out in March and was a live recording from
their South Street gig back in December. As
good as that is, the new single is a different
beast altogether, their first studio single. For
‘The Same’, the band were lucky enough to
be invited to record by Shuta Shinoda at
Hackney Road Studios.

Cal says it's one of the first songs he wrote
with the band and it's about meeting the ideal
person for you, the same person as you pretty
much, and realising how much of a car crash
that is. “And that's all 'm saying about it.”

It's definitely from the Empires, Empires
mould but, perhaps typically, they can’t agree
on the time signature. It seems that when
they play it, they're each playing to a different
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The change of name suited their change in
creative direction. Simon adds “Now we’re
growing something completely ourselves
and it feels a lot more comfortable. | feel
very comfortable in my skin in this band.
It feels very homely.”

Cal continues “I agree, it really does for me
b ‘ too. I've never felt more natural when it comes
to a band. | feel like a lot of bands I've been in
* the past, | felt like I've been acting a little bit.
But with this band | feel like, for the first time
2 ever, | can be myself. | think that’s a really
good thing. It shows | feel comfortable with
the people that | surround myself with right

now and writing that comes from the heart.”

At first, when | ask about the inspiration
for the new name, they say it was just
something Cal had lying on the shelf,
left over from an earlier attempt at band
branding. That may be true, but when
pressed they produce something much
more thoughtful. Now that they've had time
to grow into the new name a bit, it isn't so
much about the imperialist machinations
of the British or other empires and whatever
comes next, as it is about the time between 1
empires. Maybe a discordant and jarring %

but equally fluid and serene time that
matches their music.

Changing the name meant asking Big
Richard, their label, if they would still
support them. They were on tenterhooks
waiting for an answer at Simon's house.
Cal suddenly bursts out of the loo, trousers
round his ankles in just his boxers, roaring |
“Simon, you've got to see this!” Big Richard |
had just created a new chat and said “Boys, |
I've just listened to all the demos, we're |©
signing you straight away”.

)

¥ | s
time. Simon on bass is slowest while Matt
on drums is fastest, but somehow they
make it work. In fact, they've challenged
you, dear reader, to count it because they
can't. Answers to @empires.empires.

This is my second time interviewing them.
The first was for a hastily organised, last
minute before the print deadline, half-page
article back in the November issue. It was
to announce their then upcoming music
and art workshop-cum-extravaganza at
South Street Arts Centre. But back then
they were going by another name — Maine. |

We did that interview hidden away in a
dark corner of the Dairy at the Uni, so it
seems right that this time we've moved
on to the huge white cavern (cube?) of the
Phantom Brewery.

Cal and Matt were in Maine and asked the
others to join. “Simon and | had been in a
band before, | knew that I love Simon, a great
bassist and writer. | knew that | wanted him
to be part of it. And Manos, | hadn’t played
with before, but | trusted because Matt and
Simon played with him. And | talked to him at
a party and | really liked what we said about

music that time.”

e A

It's the end of the night, we're done with
| the interview and being chucked out of
the brewery, but as we wrap up, word
suddenly comes through that there might
be a chance to play at the iconic Windmill
in Brixton the very next night. The effect on
them all is at once electric. Excitement and
anticipation are thick in the air as they wait
for the confirmation. Matt exclaims “When |
came to the UK | said that | won’t have made
it here until I've played at the Windmill!”

They swap stories of the gigs they've seen
there and of what it would mean to them
| to play there as a group. Then the news
comes through and you've never seen such
an elated bunch of lads.

‘The Same’ is out at the end of May (catch
it on the Sound-check playlist) and Empires,
. Empires will be playing Are You Listening?
festival this month.

@empires.empires
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OXFAM MUSIC
SHOP

Norma Tanega
Walkin’ My Cat Named Dog
The wonderful Norma Tanega.

Bluesy 1960s folk. She had a b N
sole hit with the title track butis |17 =
better known these days for the

track ‘You're Dead’ used in the

film/TV show ‘Things We Do In

The Shadows’

Gayle Adams
4| Love Fever
w40 Primo disco/boogie album on
2| Prelude from the golden year
4 of 1982. | like the succession
of increasingly desperate price
.| stickers! Now a nice collectors
piece. Title track is a mighty banger
mixed by Francois Kevorkian.

Kraftwerk

Tour De France

By sheer coincidence the next
record to be showcased also has
a Francois K mix. House mixes of
their 1983 classic. Wins the jersey
for most Europhile record ever?

Bwyd Time
¢| We've had some nice vinyl in from
! the halgyon days of the 1990s.
You've got sense, you know that
amongst the Britpop stodge
{| many jewels are to be found,
4| _%‘ ] especially Welsh language pop
gl W geniuses Gorkys Zygotic Mynci.

Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm.
We are always very grateful to receive any musical

items. Vinyl, CDs, tapes, 78s hi-fi, instruments,
sheet music and comics or graphic novels.
We can arrange home collection if required.

Oxfam works with others to fight global poverty.

————— We need donations!
We’re out with the van on April 10th and 11th.
Get in touch!

OXFAM MUSIC

9 DUKE ST, READING RG1 4SA
0118 9561598
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COUNTRY MOANS

The Scarlet Vixens return to their spiritual (and actual)
home on Star Wars day for a special sci-fi themed
burlesque and cabaret show!
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Sunday 12 May - 3pm

Recommended price £15.00. (Min price £5.00)
An afternoon of musical theatre dedicated to love
in allits forms. No soppy afternoon sing along

though. .. love can make you do some funny things!
30 Silver Street, Reading RG1 2ST

The Rising Sun Arts Centre is an award winning,
independent arts centre, staffed and run by volunteers.

(92)
-
o
()
pul
o
o
)
O
(72}
e
-
O
o
-
(72}
(0))
o
.U)
-




L ISTENING?

Festival Warm-Up Party
FRIDAY 10TH MAY

OPUS KINK

CHALK

IDNIGHT RODEO
M HORSE ROCK
+ DJ:AF

In venues marked 14+, all under 18s
must be accompanied by an adult. Your
wristband grants access to all of the
venues on the day, subject to capacity
and age restrictions. Line-up subject to
change. Proof of age may be required.

presents

SATURDAY T1TH MAY 2024

ARE YOU LISTENING?? FESTIVAL, READING

ANTONY SZMIEREK * THE MYSTERINES

ANDY SMITH 0/ - C DUNCAN ° FAT DOG
HEARTWORMS - HOME COUNTIES - HOTWAX
PICTURE PARLOUR °© WILLIAM DOYLE

ALIVE BY NIGHT - BIG JAY - BARRELHAUS - BENNET
CONGRATULATIONS - DAMIEN A PASSMORE * DR SATSO

DOLLY & THE CLOTHESPEGS - DJ:AF - EMPIRES, EMPIRES - FRAULEIN

FROZEMODE - HOOF - KAH’NYA - LIPWORMS - MASQUERADER
MATTHEW ONE MAN ° MINAS - MY NORTHERN SKY © PHILLI MI UP
PHON ° PLANTOID - PLANT FRIENDS 0J - PUMA THEORY
ROSE REY ex laleras - SCOTT LAVENE © SECRET RIVALS - SNAYX

STEVE DORE DJ © THE MEZZ - TRACKS & GROOVES )/ - WOLFNOTE

Venues
AYL? Hub @ Market Place Al ages, Free entry < Face Bar 14+ « Milk 18+
Purple Turtle 718+ « St Laurence Church 74+ - Sub89 74+

Tickets and info: areyoulistening.org.uk ) @ @ @aylfest

THE BUTLER
Shadow Promotions present

The Shadow Shuffle All-dayer
Redeemon + Till 'm
Bones + Tape It Shut +
Boom Boom Racoon +
0ld Chase

+ Baldhead + Prey + IlI
Gotten Gains + First
Among Equals

£13.80adv, £150td | 2pm | 18+
A punk and ska all-dayer
wegottickets.com

SUN 5 MAY

PURPLE TURTLE
Punk Pile Up... all dayer:
Spizzenergi +
Splodgenessabounds

+ The Deckchairs

+ Rage DC + Brioche

+ DoorShan + Vanity Rose
Free | 2om-10:30pm [18+

WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Odette Michell
£8 otd (cashonly) | 8pm

MON 6 MAY

PURPLE TURTLE

Turtle Underground
Bollobollo + BJ Bevy
+ Mike Lemin

Free | 7:30pm | 18+

TUE 7 MAY

UP THE JUNCTION
John Short + Maija
+ Helen Wren

Free | 8pm | 18+

THU 9 MAY

PURPLE TURTLE

Ray Wills + HUGMYND
+ No Kite

Free | 8:30pm | 18+

FRI 10 MAY

THE PROGRESS THEATRE
Jazz in Reading

Five Way Split

£19, £17(conc) | 7:30pm | £10 UT6s
ticketsource.co.uk

ST LAURENCE CHURCH

Are You Listening? Warm Up
Opus Kink + Chalk

+ Midnight Rodeo

+ Horse Rock

£20 | Tpm | 14+ (U18s w/adult)
areyoulistening.org.uk

FACE BAR

Wicked Boy Promotions

Bone Idol + Coppermouth
+ The Verdaguers

+ Nuke Cucumber

£5 (adv) £7 (door) | 8pm | 14+
eventbrite.co.uk

ALY p

LIVEMUSIC

READING SHOWS

WILLY MASON

+ AMY MAY ELLIS
Tuesday 14th May Face Bar

RICHARD DAWSON

solo
Tuesday 27th August Face Bar

SLEEPER

unplugged
Saturday 13th June Face Bar

TOM ROBINSON BAND

Saturday 3rd August Face Bar

DOWN AT THE ABBEY

Friday 6th - Saturday 7th September
Reading Abbey Ruins

Two-day festival in the stunning
setting of Reading’s Abbey Ruins
downattheabbey.co.uk

upthejunctionbar@hotmail.co.uk

Heavy Pop are Independent Reading-based live music
promoters organising gigs across the South East,

as well as Reading’s annual Are You Listening?
Festival and Down at the Abbey Festival.

231 London Road
Reading RG1 3NY

For full gig listings and tickets: heavypop.co.uk
Contact: info@heavypop.co.uk

€ O © heavypoppromo
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THE BUTLER
Storm In A Teacup/25 For Life

Spoilers + Missing The
Scene + First Among
Equals + Geezapunx

£5|7pm |18+
eventbrite.com

SAT 11 MAY

VARIOUS READING VENUES
Heavy Pop

Are You Listening?
Festival 2024

1pm - 2am

40+ bands across six different town
centre venues late into the night!

All the ticket info is at:
areyoulistening.org.uk

MON 13 MAY

PURPLE TURTLE

Turtle Underground
lllanga + Eyes Blue
+ Emerson

Free | 7:30pm | 18+

1.'\

TUE 14 MAY

THE FACE BAR
Heavy Pop

Willy Mason
+ Amy May Ellis

£19.25| 7:30pm | 14+ (U18 w/adult)
gigantic.com

UP THE JUNCTION
Live @ the Junction
Free | 8pm | 18+

FRI 17 MAY

FACE BAR
Club Velocity/New Mind Promotions

SNUFF + Predeceased

+ Prey

£22 | 8pm | 14+ (u16 w/adult)
wegottickets.com

FLAMINGOS VINTAGE

The Pink Diamond Revue
+ Bamboo Powders

+ Eveless + Grace Pounds
£7(otd), £5(conc) | Tpm

~
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i~ 8 CRAZYU COWBOU
s b
T 2024: (€9

B, T % DOUBLE HEADLINERS, TWO STAGES /
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SAT 18 MAY

BREWDOG READING
Runnin’ Blue
Third Lung + thc

£11.00 | 7pm | 18+
wegottickets.com

CASTLE TAP By s

. B ) 5
Keep Flying + Tape It Shut _{’ M\*g
+ Order #227
Free | 7:30pm - ‘ih -
SOUTH STREET E@Hb ril I?Pa{’,‘f
Lady Maisery Figasn
£18.50 | 8pm EVae

whatsonreading.com

OAKFORD SOCIAL CLUB
Sundale Avenue + thc
Free | 8pm | 18+

SUN 19 MAY

PURPLE TURTLE

Kay Bryn + guests

Free | 7pm | 18+

Immerse yourself in a unique blend of
Afro pop, Afro swing, hip-hop, and more.

IT-IE FACEBAK ZEADNG

Ok ¥k X ¥ IMBROSE PLACE K61 7JE K %Ok Ot X

\

lml

WWW WEGOTTICKETS.COM/EVENT /600622

Zem TO liem

30+ FEES

TICKETS



WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

Reg Meuross
£8 otd (cash only) | 8pm

MON 20 MAY

PURPLE TURTLE

Turtle Underground

Senor fire + Glass Bridges
+ Echo Chambers

Free | 7:30pm | 18+

TUE 21 MAY

SOUTH STREET

Wesley Stace

(aka John Wesley Harding)
£15.00 | 7.30pm | All ages
whatsonreading.com

UP THE JUNCTION

Live @ the Junction

Free | 8pm | 18+

¢

Whitehouse

WED 22 MAY

THE LYNDHURST
JAZZ SINGERS' NIGHT

Free | 8pm
Come and sing with a live jazz band

FRI 24 MAY

FACE BAR
The 900 + Number Of The
Beef + Revenant

£13.20| 7pm | 18+
gigantic.com

SAT25MAY

GOOD COMPANIONS
Broadmoor Sirens
Free | 8:30pm | 18+

SUN26MAY

FACE BAR
Crazy Cowboy

Crazy Cowboy Festival 9:
Gorilla Riot + The Karma
Effect + Katie & The Bad
Sign + Greyfox Conspiracy
+ Pylon Poets + Sour Tusk
+ Second Cities + The Black
Vultures + Zacthelocust

£33.00 | 2pm | All ages
wegottickets.com

MON 27 MAY

PURPLE TURTLE
Turtle Underground
Follower + Liquid Dogs
+ Missing The Scene
Free | 7:30pm | 18+

25mm & 57mm Pin Badges available

25mm

10 badges £10
50 badges E18

. Premium guality
badgesmade in
Dxford

100 badges E25

< “BFoduction,

Recording &
Rehearsal Studios

WY .fh h nouse- ‘1tl. dios

STmm

100 hadgé’ﬁf&ﬁ
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50 badges £38
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TUE 28 MAY

UP THE JUNCTION
Live @ the Junction
Free | 8pm | 18+

WED 29 MAY

PURPLE TURTLE
The Stretch + Nothing

Rhymes With Orange +
Melrose + Overlord
Free | 8pm | 18+

THU 30 MAY

SOUTH STREET
Super Connected
by Tim Arnold

£16.50, £13.50(conc)
7:30 pm | 15+

LIVE'is an art rock, Black Mirror-esque
show fusing film, live music and
theatre, about the ticking time bomb
of social media and big tech.
whatsonreading.com

PURPLE TURTLE
The Ding Dong Daddios
Free | 8pm | 18+

FRI 31 MAY

RISING SUN ARTS CENTRE
Club Velocity

This. + The May

+ Chroma Rays

£7.20 | 8pm | All ages
wegottickets.com

THE BUTLER

Oubliettes + Ghost Cat
£5 otd (cashonly) | 8pm | 18+

SOUTH STREET

High Vibes

High Vibes Night #4
Mike Neaves + Matt
Cargill + Nitroii
£8]8pm| 14+
whatsonreading.com

FACE BAR
Runnin’ Blue

Marc Valentine

+ Garden Gang

+ Eat Daddy Eat

£9.90 | 7:30pm | 18+

Frontman of cult British power-pop
outfit Last Great Dreamers, Marc is
loading his flight case with a fresh set
of tunes and heading out on a solo

adventure.
wegottickets.com

SAT 1 JUN

THE BUTLER
Shadow Promotions DIY / +25 For Life

Glitchers + Batwings +
Eville + Stank Finger +
Tape It Shut + Mondo
Wave + Masquerader +
Hell Death Fury + Get
F*cked

£11.00adv, £120td | 2:30pm | 18+
wegottickets.com

SUN2JUN

SUB89

The Vended

£20.20 | 7pm | 14+ (U16 w/Adult)
premier.ticketek.co.uk

WATLINGTON HOUSE
Readifolk

T

Something a bit special, here... A stage
adaptation of the new album by Tim
Arnold (ex-Jocasta), ‘Super Connected

Jim McLean
£8 otd (cash only) | 8pm

THU 6 JUN

Charlie Butler
South Street, 05.04.24
Photo: Rich Lucas

] E L L O o
Coppermouth SOUTH STREET wsssog
Purple Turtle, 25.03.24 Good Deeds Masic 5 EE 5 § % INDEPENDENT < FREEHOUSE
Photo: Steve Axtell - S5 4905
Miles Hunt + support S83228 '
- Miles Hunt + supp BILMl  THE FISHERMAN'S
. - Rl o] S =
All ages (U14s w/adult) § 28 § g e COTTAGE
SO Ly g2
SUN 9 JUN £55858 '
PURPLE TURTLE
Love Your Witch +
Splurge + Death Is A Girl
Free | 8pm | 18+
WATLINGTON HOUSE ;
Readifolk .
Michell, Pfeiffer & Kulesh Home-cooked food,
£8 otd (cash only) | 8pm good beer, dogs welcome
WED 12 JUN Pickin’ Lunchtime Sessions Jazz
e 1st Sun of the month: American Old-Time most Fridays
b f— HEXAGON 3rd Sun of the month: Irish/Cettic
£ ; : The Searchers Bohemian Night Open Mic

£34 7:30pm Every Wednesday

whatsonreading.com To book a table for your meal,

please call 07925 336 269
thefishermanscottagepubreading.co.uk
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ay 11th is Are You Listening?

Festival time in the middle
of Reading. After 11 years, we’re
all very familiar with that logo;
the one with the pointy finger and
the ear thing. | bet half of the gig-
going population of Reading could
have a decent crack at drawing it
from memory but, have you ever
wondered who designed it in the
first place?

Well, now you know. It was artist
and illustrator, Paul Furnell, and we
thought we’d have a look at some
of his other work, here.

Paul has been in Reading since
2011, making work to “amuse,
confuse and occasionally perturb.”
and you can see more of it at

(&) @world_of_spleen.

If you need artwork doing for albums/
posters/flyers/whatever, email Paul
at worldofspleen@outlook.com.

Meanwhile, if you like what you
see, current work is available to
buy “providing the price is right”!

Here's a list of the key places you can pick up

Sound-check each month. It feels longer than this

when you're carrying them all, | can tell you. It's

possible I've missed some but this is pretty close.

If you know somewhere it should be and isn't yet,
or if you can give us a hand spreading it around,

let me know. Thanks!
rich@sound-check.co.uk

Town Centre Oxfam Music
Alehouse Picnic
Allied Arms Purple Turtle
Biscuit Shed
Factory Sound
Boundary Machlne
Brew Dog Timpsons
Crunch Town Hall
Comics West a bit
Doc Martens

. Butler
Eclectic
Games Face Bar
Flamingo Castle Tap
Vintage Nag's Head
Gateway East a bit
Greyfriar Up The
Hickies Junction
HMV Hope & Bear
The Hub Fisherman’s
Library Cottage
Levis Store Lyndhurst
Market House ~ Monkey
O'Neils Lounge
Oakford Retreat

sounckcheck

South a bit
South Street
Arts Centre
The Dairy
The Turks
Rising Sun
Whitehouse
Studio

North of
the river
Angel Bar

Fourbears
Books

Fox & Hounds
Last Crumb
POP Classics
A bit

further out
Phantom
Brewery

Double-
Barrelled

Pirate Studio

To advertise in Sound-check, email rich@sound-check.
co.uk. There are details at sound-check.co.uk. We're
keeping it as cheap as possible to just cover the cost
of keeping this thing alive so, the more people buy ads,

the cheaper it gets!

Reasonable efforts are made to ensure that all info in
Sound-check is correct at time of going to press. If you're
worried, though, please check with the relevant venue.

() /soundcheckreading

° /soundcheckrdg

@] /soundcheckrdg

email: rich@sound-check.co.uk
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